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Bertie County is now utilizing Zoom during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Zoom is available to the public to participate during this meeting. 

To call in to our meeting on the phone, use the following information: 

      Phone #: 1-301-715-8592 

Meeting ID: 723 391 6141 

To listen to our meeting online, click or copy and paste this link into your browser: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7233916141 

Questions?  Call the County Manager's Office at 794-5300.
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   BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
June 20, 2023 

Meeting Agenda 

This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their meeting and all 
items found on it may be deleted, amended, or deferred.  The Commissioners may also, in their absolute 

discretion, consider matters not shown on this agenda. 

6:00 PM Welcome, Call to Order & Roll Call by Board Chair Ronald Wesson, Commissioners Room, Windsor 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner John Trent 

Public Comments (3-minute limit per speaker) 

 (A) 
*** APPOINTMENTS & REPORTS*** 

(1) Public Hearing for proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District

Board Appointments (B) 

 None 

Consent Agenda (C) 

1. Approve Register of
Deeds Fees Report – May
2023

2. Agreement for
Transportation Services
with New Directions Non-
Emergency Medical
Transport

3. Agreement for
Transportation Services
with Choanoke Public
Transportantion Authority

4. Contractual Agreement
with Interim Healthcare –
Morris Group, Inc.

5. FY 2023-24 Home &
Community Care Block
Grant for Older Adults
Agreement & Funding
Plan

6. Budget Amendments

***OTHER ITEMS*** 
Discussion Agenda (D) 

1. Discussion of Plans to
Establish Bertie County
Fire Protection Service
District

2. Discussion of Changes to
FY 2023-24 County
Budget

3. Discussion of Plans to
Adopt FY 2023-24 County
Budget and Fee Schedule

4. Upcoming Meetings
a. July 14, 2023 7:00 PM

Mayors &
Commissioners Dinner
-Aulander

b. July 21-24, 2023
NACo Conference

Commissioners’ Reports (E) 

County Manager’s Reports (F) 

Attorney’s Reports (G) 

Public Comments  
(3 minutes per speaker) 

Closed Session 
Pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3)(4) 

Adjourn 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 

MEETING DATE:  June 20, 2023 

SECTION:  Appointments & Reports (A-1) 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

TOPICS:   

(1) Public Hearing for proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  -- 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  -- 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 
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C – Statutory Report – Standards       3 
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F – Draft Resolution Calling for Public Hearing and Rate Cap   15 
G – Draft Example of Public Notice       17 
H – Disclaimer         19 
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A. Framework Notation:   
 
This written report below is positioned with the Bertie County Board of Commissioners 1) 
adopting a resolution calling for a public hearing to consider adopting a fire protection service 
district and 2) also adopting a resolution enacting a provision in the North Carolina General 
Statutes declaring a rate cap for a fire protection service district.   
 
 
 

B. Background: 
 
As the cost of providing fire and rescue services within Bertie County increases into the future, 
the Bertie County Board of Commissioners will be considering creating a fire protection 
service district as the primary funding structure for the fire protection service delivery system 
within the unincorporated areas of Bertie County.  This service district will enable essential 
funding for the provision of fire and rescue services.  This will be referred to as the Bertie 
County Fire Protection Service District.  
 
At the written request through adoption of individual municipal resolutions from the Towns of 
Askewville, Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, Powellsville and Roxobel the 
municipal boundaries of these seven (7) towns are also being considered as integral 
components of the proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District.   
 
Consistent with North Carolina General Statutes (NCGS), the Bertie County Board of 
Commissioners are positioned to hold a public hearing on June 20, 2023, to consider adoption 
of the fire protection service district for Bertie County. 
 
North Carolina General Statute 153A-302 requires that Bertie County complete a written 
report prior to the Bertie County Board of Commissioners holding a public hearing to consider 
adoption of such a unified service district.  The NCGS requires that this report contain: 
 

1. A map of the proposed district, showing its proposed boundaries. 
2. A statement showing that the proposed district meets the standards set out in 

subsection (a) of NCGS 153A-302.  
3. A plan for providing one or more of the services listed in NCGS 153A-301 to the district 

(which in this case is fire protection). 
 
Furthermore, the NCGS requires that this report be available for public inspection in the office 
of the clerk to the board before the date of the public hearing.  
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C. Statutory Report - Standards: 
 
For all areas of Bertie County, North Carolina outside of municipal limits, NCGS 153A-301 
would apply under provision (a) (2) Fire protection. To create such a service district, the Bertie 
County Board of Commissioners must consider the following five (5) elements/standards: 
 

1. The resident or seasonal population and the population density of the proposed 
district. 

 
Within the proposed Bertie County Unified Fire Protection Service District, the Geographic 
Information System (GIS) projects the new service district to be composed of approximately 
13,961 persons, approximately 738 square miles (total square miles of 741 excluding the 
Town of Windsor at 2.815 square miles).  and an average density of approximately 28 
persons per square mile, which is primarily rural population density.  
 
Unincorporated Area of Bertie County   11,855 
Town of Askewville    178 
Town of Aulander    741 
Town of Colerain    211 
Town of Kelford    197 
Town of Lewiston-Woodville   415 
Town of Powellsville    183 
Town of Roxobel    181 
 
Total Persons          13,961 
 
(Source: State of North Carolina Office of State Demographer 2021 Certified Population) 
 

 
 

 
 

2. The appraised value of property subject to taxation in the proposed district.  
 

According to the Bertie County Tax Office, the projected appraised valuation of the property 
to be included in the Bertie County Fire Protection Service District is approximately 
$975,346,401, which would be subject to taxation in the proposed service district.  This 
includes the unincorporated areas of Bertie County and the municipal boundaries of the seven 
(7) above identified municipalities.  
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3. The present tax rates of the county and any cities or special districts in which 

the district or any portion thereof is located. 
 

Beyond Bertie County’s general tax rate and each of the participating municipality general tax 
rates, there are no existing fire protection service districts or rural fire tax districts currently 
established in Bertie County.  The county’s current tax rate is $.865 per $100 valuation.  
 

 
 
 

4. The ability of the proposed district to sustain the additional taxes necessary to 
provide the services planned for the district.  

 
The current tax rate levy for Bertie County for FY 22-23 is $.865 per $100 of assessed 
valuation.  The proposed service district tax will apply to all real and personal property in the 
service district that is subject to the county’s general property tax(es).  These taxes are 
subject to the state’s general aggregate property tax limit of $1.50 per $100 valuation.   The 
Bertie County Board of Commissioners are positioned to voluntarily set a cap of $.15 per 
$100 valuation on the unified fire protection service district.  Therefore, the county’s current 
tax levy plus the maximum of the unified fire protection service district is under the state’s 
maximum aggregate property tax limit.   

 
 
 

5. Any other matters that the commissioners believe to have a bearing on whether 
the district should be established.   

 
Key dynamics are significantly changing in providing fire protection services in North Carolina, 
principally with shifts in volunteerism trends and with significantly increasing capital costs of 
providing fire protection and rescue services.  Counties are seeking to utilize the most 
effective and efficient tools provided to them by North Carolina General Statutes to provide 
services to all residents in the unincorporated areas of the county, seeking to achieve the 
following goals: 

• Establish sustainable funding long-term for the fire service in Bertie County. 

• Provide methods to increase funding for fire and rescue services.   The current level 
of funding from Bertie County at $30,000 per year plus additional contributions from 
some municipalities is not adequate to provide the essential tools, equipment, and 
necessary provisions to provide fire and rescue services to the people of Bertie County 
into the future.  

• Uniform inclusion and engagement by municipalities that choose to be a part of the 
unified service district across the county.  

• Establishing a strengthened governance structure for the Bertie County Board of 
Commissioners for unincorporated fire protection and rescue services by establishing 
a fire commission comprised of both fire service and citizens that will review fire 
service funding issues and make authorized, researched recommendations to the 
Board of Commissioners for adoption.   
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• Establish a more equitable level of dedicated fire service taxation across the 
unincorporated areas of Bertie County to support these core, essential services.  

• As an overall fire protection service delivery system in the Bertie County jurisdiction, 
better meet the national service delivery standards for volunteer and combination fire 
departments. 

 
The most common method that many progressive North Carolina counties have and are 
shifting towards to accomplish the above tasks is a unified fire protection service district 
encompassing unincorporated areas of the county (and those municipalities that choose to 
join the service district).   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10



D. Statutory Report - Findings: 
 
In reviewing the above five (5) items, the Bertie County Commissioners must find that all the 
following four (4) conditions apply: 
 

1. There is a demonstrable need for providing fire protection in the district.  
 
Fire and rescue services are core, essential functions of local government in North Carolina.  
Bertie County has traditionally contracted with private, non-profit corporation fire departments 
and municipalities to provide fire protection and rescue services.  Based upon the usage of 
these emergency services over a three-year study period of data, Bertie County residents are 
very dependent upon the fire departments that serve and protect them.  The graphic below 
depicts where emergency incidents are occurring in Bertie County.   
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Furthermore, Bertie County has many high-risk properties, such as industrial and commercial 
properties, transportation corridors, and manufacturing facilities.  Many of these high-risk 
properties fall outside of municipal boundaries as is evidenced by the graphic below, with 
high-risk locations located in virtually every fire district in Bertie County.   High-risk properties 
demand a high level of fire protection services to provide for public safety.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Therefore, Bertie County has a strong need for fire and rescue services and a demonstrated 
hazard and risk demanding that there be adequate fire and rescue services to provide 
essential public safety in the unincorporated areas of Bertie County.  
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2. It is impossible or impracticable to provide those services on a countywide 
basis. 
 

Because for decades Bertie County Government has outsourced most of the fire and rescue 
response services through a service contract with private, non-profit corporation fire 
departments and municipalities, Bertie County is not in a position of ownership of fire 
apparatus, or fire station facilities.   Furthermore, firefighting is a very labor-intensive 
responsibility and requires many firefighters to provide these essential services.   Currently, 
Bertie County does not have the fire apparatus, the fire station facilities nor the firefighters to 
adequately perform fire protection and rescue services in the proposed fire protection service 
district.   Therefore, it is Bertie County’s desire to contract with private non-profit corporation 
fire departments and municipalities to provide these essential services in the service district 
area moving forward.   
 
Furthermore, it is impractical to provide these fire and rescue services on a countywide basis 
because the county’s largest municipality – Windsor – has invested a large amount of capital 
expenditure into their municipal fire department and municipal water system and does not 
desire to join the Bertie County Fire Protection Service District at this time.   Windsor engages 
a full-time fire chief, and their operating budget would be a significant portion of the Bertie 
County Fire Protection Service District if the Town of Windsor were to join.   
 
Because of all these factors, it would be completely impractical for Bertie County to operate 
countywide fire and rescue services in the foreseeable future.    
 

 
 

3. It is economically feasible to provide the proposed services in the district 
without unreasonable or burdensome annual tax levies. 

 
With a total collective tax valuation of approximately $975,346,401 for the area of 
consideration for the Bertie County Fire Protection Service District, each cent of taxation will 
yield approximately $95,691, assuming a 98.11% collection rate.   
 
It is critical to note that Bertie County is the last known remaining county in North Carolina 
that does not already currently utilize a fire protection service district system and/or rural fire 
tax district system and/or fee-based system to fund fire protection services.  A recent poll 
demonstrated than an average fire protection service district and/or rural fire tax district rate 
across North Carolina counties was approximately $.10 per $100 valuation.  Bertie County 
has historically been fully supporting fire protection through the county’s General Fund, with 
an appropriation totaling $360,000 in the FY 22-23 approved county budget.  The seven (7) 
municipalities requesting to join the Bertie County Fire Protection Service District have been 
funding their fire departments a collective $90,525 from their separate municipal General 
Funds.   Therefore, in FY 22-23, the total funding from Bertie County and the seven (7) 
municipalities was $450,525.   This amount excludes any appropriations from the Town of 
Windsor since Windsor does not request to be part of the service district at this time.  
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Moving forward, contracting fire departments in Bertie County absolutely cannot sustain 
credible provision of fire and rescue services operations at this current level of funding, 
prompting the necessity for evaluation of the implementation of a fire protection service district 
for supplemental funding.   
 
Funding from the Bertie County Fire Protection Service District may only be able to be used 
to provide fire and rescue services within the service district.  Additional local government 
funding may come into the service district through General Fund appropriation.  However, 
NCGS prohibits any funds collected from the fire protection service district to be used for any 
other purpose than to provide fire and rescue services within the service district.    
 
Current unmet needs in the Bertie County fire protection service delivery system are many.   
Capital replacement of fire apparatus is currently needed within the service delivery system.  
Upgrade of fire apparatus, tools and equipment is needed in the system.   Grant match 
funding is needed.  Volunteerism incentive and staffing programs are needed for Bertie 
County.  Updating station facilities is also needed, among others.   
 
The Bertie County Board of Commissioners are positioned to take a voluntary, proactive step 
in setting a cap on the rate of the new unified fire protection service district at this time of $.15 
per $100 valuation.  This cap, as permitted by North Carolina General Statute, will ensure 
that the tax rate for property owners in Bertie County who are included in the Bertie County 
Fire Protection Service District will not have rates beyond that amount.      
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4. There is demonstrable demand for the proposed services by persons residing 
in the district.  

 
The demand for the proposed fire and rescue services in the proposed fire protection service 
district is best evidenced by the number of emergency calls for service that consistently occur 
from residents calling 9-1-1 for emergency assistance with fire, medical or other emergency 
situations.   The chart below for the past five fiscal years illustrates that emergency call volume 
is very consistent.  Across Bertie County, fire services are responding to 503 events annually 
and 42 events monthly.   
 

 
 
 

Furthermore, data from the five-year review period, evaluating over 2,500 events, indicates 
that the current fire protection service delivery system in Bertie County is consistently 
performing in response to the emergency calls that occur.  
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As noted earlier, consistent with North Carolina General Statutes, Bertie County 
municipalities who desire to do so may adopt a resolution requesting Bertie County to include 
that municipality within the new Bertie County Fire Protection Service District.    
 
If a municipality chooses to be a part of the fire protection service district, the municipal 
property owners will be taxed at the same rate as the property owners in the unincorporated 
areas of the service district.  However, there are no prohibitions for a municipality to provide 
additional funding beyond service district funding from the municipal general fund to support 
fire and rescue services within the municipality if the municipality desires to do so.   
 
The seven (7) Bertie County municipalities that have requested to become part of the Bertie 
County Fire Protection Service District would be fully integral to the service district in every 
way.   
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E. Statutory Report – Base Report: 

 
To assist the Bertie County Commissioners in making the above determination, a report is 
required to be generated addressing each of the above questions and providing relevant data.  
In addition, this report must also include the following three (3) components: 
 
 

1. A map of the proposed district showing its proposed boundaries. 
 

The proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District will comprise all areas of Bertie 
County outside of the following one (1) municipal jurisdictional boundary: 

• Town of Windsor 
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2. A statement showing that the proposed fire protection service district meets the 
five (5) elements/standards as well as the four (4) key findings as outlined above. 

 
The proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District meets the five (5) 
elements/standards as defined in the North Carolina General Statutes in the following ways: 
 
1)  Within the proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District, there are projected to 
be approximately 13,961 persons, approximately 738 square miles and an average density 
of approximately 28 persons per square mile.  The service district will encompass the 
unincorporated area of Bertie County as well as seven (7) municipalities – Askewville, 
Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, Powellsville, and Roxobel.  
2) The projected appraised valuation of the property to be included in the Bertie County Fire 
Protection Service District is approximately $975,346,401 which would be subject to taxation 
in the proposed district.  
3) Bertie County’s general tax rate is $.865 per $100 valuation, without any existing fire 
protection service districts or rural fire tax districts currently in the county.  The rates of the 
seven (7) participating municipalities vary.   
4) The current tax rate levy for Bertie County for FY 22-23 is $.865 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation.  The proposed service district tax will apply to all real and personal property in the 
district that is subject to the county’s general property tax(es).  These taxes are subject to the 
state’s general aggregate property tax limit of $1.50 per $100 valuation.   The Bertie County 
Board of Commissioners is positioned to voluntarily set a cap of $.15 per $100 valuation on 
the fire protection service district.  Therefore, the county’s current tax levy plus the maximum 
of the fire protection service district is far under the state’s maximum aggregate property tax 
limit. 
5) Bertie County desires to establish a fire protection service district to provide more 
sustainable funding long-term for dedicated funding to support delivery of fire and rescue 
services in Bertie County.  Key needs are to address volunteerism trend changes and cost of 
essential equipment needed to provide fire and rescue services.   In addition, goals are to 
strengthen the governance structure for the Bertie County Board of Commissioners, establish 
an equitable level of fire service taxation across the unincorporated areas of the county for 
fire protection, better meet national fire service industry standards and strengthen 
accountability.  
 
The proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District meets the four (4) key findings 
as defined in the North Carolina General Statutes in the following ways: 
 
1) As a core and essential function of local government, there is a clear and demonstrable 
need for fire and rescue services to be provided in the proposed fire protection service district.   
2) Because of Bertie County’s history of contracting with private, non-profit fire departments 
and municipalities to provide fire protection services, it is impossible and impractical for Bertie 
County Government to provide these services directly.   The county intends to continue a 
professional relationship with providers through a performance-based contract.   In addition, 
many of the unincorporated areas of Bertie County do not have fire hydrants and require 
water haul equipment (tankers) for fire protection, which most municipal fire departments are 
not well equipped to provide without collaborative help.   
3) Given the comparable tax rates across North Carolina utilized for fire protection, coupled 
with the Bertie County Board of Commissioners proactive, voluntary action to cap the rate of 
the unified fire protection service district at $.15 per $100 at this time, it is economically 

18



feasible to provide these essential services in the new unified fire protection service district. 
It is also possible to phase in the implementation of the tax rate for the service district.   
4) With response to over 460 emergency calls for service annually, residents in Bertie County 
have a clear need for fire and rescue emergency assistance.   This level of service has been 
consistent and with long-term population growth projections, it is anticipated that the call 
demand for emergency response will only continue to increase moving forward.  
 
 
 
 

3. A plan for providing fire protection services to the single unified fire protection 
district.  

 
Bertie County plans to develop a performance-based contract and execute that contract with 
private, non-profit fire departments and municipalities in Bertie County and in immediately 
surrounding areas where necessary for the provision of fire and rescue services.   The 
contract is planned to represent a best practice document in North Carolina and will reflect 
similar documents used in other North Carolina counties.    
 
The Bertie County Board of Commissioners plans to establish and authorize a Fire 
Commission that will be advisory to the Board of Commissioners on all aspects of the Fire 
Protection Service District.  This Commission plans to hold public meetings and all meetings 
will have proper notice consistent with state statutes.  There will be subject matter expert fire 
service representation from different geographical regions of Bertie County.  In addition, the 
Fire Commission will include consumer residents that have no fire service affiliation.  One 
Board of Commission member will serve as liaison to the Fire Commission as well as the 
President of the Bertie County Firefighter’s Association.     
 
The Fire Commission will make recommendations to the Bertie County Board of 
Commissioners each fiscal year on budgets and as needed on issues.  Each provider fire 
department with a full fire district in Bertie County will have an annual baseline funding amount 
to help provide core, essential funding to help the fire department meet minimum contract 
performance standards.   In addition to baseline funding, it is recommended that 
structures/systems be established to provide for service delivery enhancement, capital 
needs, and grant provisions.   The Bertie County Fire Commission will evaluate funding needs 
and make recommendations to the Bertie County Board of Commissioners utilizing funding 
matrix models, grant systems and other innovative, best practice approaches.  
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F. Drafted Resolution Calling for Public Hearing and Rate Cap: 
 
 
RESOLUTION TITLE:  CALLING A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE TAX 
DISTRICT FOR ALL UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF BERTIE 
COUNTY AND THE TOWNS OF ASKEWVILLE, AULANDER, 
COLERAIN, KELFORD, LEWISTON-WOODVILLE, 
POWELLSVILLE AND ROXOBEL AND TO ESTABLISH A 
RATE CAP 

 
WHEREAS, fire and rescue service needs in the unincorporated areas of Bertie County are 
growing and the costs of providing fire and rescue services are significantly increasing, 
especially considering personnel costs and capital expenses; and 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statutes (“NCGS”) § 153A-301 authorizes the Bertie 
County Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) to establish and define a service district in 
order to finance, provide, or maintain for the district certain services in addition to or to a 
greater extent than those financed, provided, or maintained for the entire County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Towns of Askewville, Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, 
Powellsville, and Roxobel have been previously providing funding for fire and rescue services 
through their respective General Fund and each duly adopted independent resolutions, 
requesting the Bertie County Board of Commissioners to include their respective municipal 
boundaries in the Bertie County Fire Protection Service District for the purpose of providing 
fire and rescue services; and   
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statutes (“NCGS”) § 153A-303 prescribes a process 
whereby municipalities may request the Bertie County Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) 
to consider including municipalities within the county’s fire protection service district, which 
has been created in in order to finance, provide, or maintain certain services in addition to or 
to a greater extent than those financed, provided, or maintained for the entire County; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to NCGS 153A-302(b), the Board must cause a report containing 
certain specified information to be prepared and filed with the Clerk to the Board; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board is authorized by NCGS 153A-307 to levy additional taxes in a county 
service district to finance the level of service provided in the district that is not provided in the 
entire county; and 
 
WHEREAS, NCGS 153A-309.2 provides specific provisions that counties may use in 
implementing fire protection service districts, and pursuant to that statute, the Board wishes 
to limit the amount of special taxes that may be levied in the proposed district; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board plans to hold a public hearing on June 20, 2023 to consider 
implementing a fire protection service district to improve the funding structure of the fire 
protection service delivery system in Bertie County; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board will consider establishing a single, unified fire protection service district 
that will encompass all unincorporated areas of Bertie County as well as the municipal 
boundaries of the towns of Askewville, Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, 
Powellsville, and Roxobel that will provide essential funding for the provision of fire and 
rescue services; and 
 
WHEREAS, those statutes referenced above authorize the Board to adopt a resolution within 
ninety (90) days of a public hearing and prior to the first publication of notice that property 
taxes within a new fire protection service district will not exceed fifteen cents ($0.15) on each 
one hundred dollars ($100) of property subject to taxation; and 
 
WHEREAS, adoption of this resolution providing a cap of $0.15 per $100 valuation for the 
proposed unified fire protection service district represents the maximum amount of taxation 
that property owners in the unincorporated areas of Bertie County and the towns of 
Askewville, Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, Powellsville, and Roxobel would 
experience if the fire protection service district were approved.   
 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS: 
 
The Bertie County Board of Commissioners resolve to call for a public hearing on June 20, 
2023, to consider the establishment of a single, unified fire protection service district for all 
unincorporated areas of Bertie County consistent with North Carolina General Statutes and 
 
The Bertie County Board of Commissioners give notice consistent with the North Carolina 
General Statutes that, if adopted, the property taxes within the new proposed Bertie County 
fire protection service district will not exceed $0.15 on each $100 of property subject to 
taxation; and 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 
 
That the Clerk to the Board is hereby directed to make such publications of the notice of public 
hearing regarding the proposed new service district as set forth in NCGS § 153A-309.2(b); 
and 
 
The County Manager or his designee is directed to prepare a map of the proposed district, 
prepare and file with the Clerk to the Board the report required by NCGS 153A-302(b). 
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G. Drafted Example of Public Notice: 

 
Bertie County Board of Commissioners Public Notice 

 
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 153A-309.2, the Bertie 
County Board of Commissioners will hold a public hearing during its regular Board Meeting 
on June 20, 2023 at 6pm on a proposal on a proposal to establish a unified fire protection 
service district in Bertie County outside of municipal limits and within the municipal limits of 
the towns of Askewville, Aulander, Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, Powellsville, and 
Roxobel for the purpose of funding fire and rescue services in the unincorporated areas of 
Bertie County and said municipalities.  A map of the proposed service district is found below. 
A report as required by N.C.G.S. 153A-302(b) is available for public inspection in the office 
of the clerk to the board.  Questions should be addressed to the Bertie County Manager.  Any 
person wishing to comment in writing, prior to the public hearing, may do so by forwarding 
comments to the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners at lashonda.cartwright@bertie.nc.gov.  
Bertie County strives to ensure that people with disabilities have equal opportunity to access 
its programs, services, and activities.   If you will require assistance to participate in a meeting 
of the Bertie County Board of Commissioners, we request that you contact the Clerk to the 
Board at least 5 busines days before the event.    
 
 
The proposed Bertie County Fire Protection Service District is to include all 
unincorporated areas of Bertie County and the municipalities of Askewville, Aulander, 
Colerain, Kelford, Lewiston-Woodville, Powellsville, and Roxobel.  It does not include 
the Town of Windsor.  
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H. Disclaimer:   
 
This project has been conducted by NC Fire Chief Consulting upon the written request of 
Bertie County.  The sole intent of this project is to improve, advance and strengthen the fire 
protection service delivery system in Bertie County and the State of North Carolina. Persons 
involved in this report have contributed for the purposes of providing information, professional 
observations and recommendations to the county elected officials, management, and the fire 
service leadership. Recommendations included in this report are based upon professional 
experience and understanding of North Carolina state statute and current fire and rescue 
service best practices. Information contained within this document is not intended to be fully 
comprehensive, and recommendations are based on information available at this time. As 
with any project based on a snapshot in time, additional facts, local issues and/or changes in 
the facts could alter the conclusions and recommendations in this document. This document 
is solely to be utilized by local government and fire service officials for long-term decision 
making and planning purposes. It should not be utilized for any other purpose. No warranties 
or guarantees (express or implied) are provided. While this document will hopefully assist 
local officials in their deliberative and long-term planning process, it should be recognized 
that there are many local issues that may impact the ultimate decisions and what works for a 
particular jurisdiction. The ultimate decision-making lies with the appropriate local 
government officials. 
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ITEM 

ABSTRACT MEETING DATE:  June 20, 2023 

SECTION:  Consent (C-1 to C-6) 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

TOPICS:   

1. Approve Register of Deeds Fees Report - May 2023

2. Agreement for Transportation Services with New Directions Non-Emergency 
Medical Transport

3. Agreement for Transportation Services with Choanoke Public Transportation 
Authority

4. Contractual Agreement with Interim Healthcare - Morris Group, Inc.

5. FY 2023-24 Home & Community Care Block Grant for Older Adults 
Agreement & Funding Plan

6. Budget Amendments

Board of Commissioners 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes, see each particular agenda item.  

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 

MEETING DATE:  June 20, 2023 

SECTION:  Discussion  

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body (D-1 to D-4) 

TOPIC(S):   

1. Discussion of Plans to Establish Bertie County Fire Protection Service District

2. Discussion of Changes to FY 2023-24 County Budget

3. Discussion of Plans to Adopt FY 2023-24 County Budget and Fee Schedule

4. Upcoming Meetings
a. July 14, 2023 7:00 PM 
    Mayors & Commissioners Dinner - Aulander
b. July 21 - 24, 2023
    NACo Conference

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  

 SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  --  

ATTACHMENTS: Yes

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 
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