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   BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

October 1, 2018 

Meeting Agenda 

 

This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their meeting and all items found 

on it may be deleted, amended or deferred.  The Commissioners may also, in their absolute discretion, consider matters 

not shown on this agenda. 

 

 

6:00    Call to Order and Welcome by Chair Bazemore, Commissioners Room, Windsor 

 

           Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner Wesson 

 

           Public Comments (3 minute time limit per speaker) 

 

 (A) 

*** APPOINTMENTS *** 

 
 

(1) Oath of Office – Commissioner Trent – Roanoke-Chowan Board of Trustees, by Clerk of Superior Court, Vasti F. James  

 

(2) Revaluation Team Introductions – Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea 

 

(3) Introduction of John White, Legislative Director for NC Department of Commerce 

 

(4) Introduction of Amtrak Passenger Rail Station in Weldon, NC by Economic Development Director, Steve Biggs  
 

 

Board Appointments (B) 

 
1. Bertie County Library Board  

 

Consent Agenda (C) 

 

1. Approve Minutes for Regular 

Meeting 9-10-18 

 

2. Approve Minutes for Work 

Session 9-10-18 

 

3. Approve Minutes for Closed 

Session 9-10-18 

 

4. Register of Deeds Fees Report 

– September 2018  

 

5. Budget Amendments  

 

6. Tax Release Journal – August 2018 

 

7. Solid Waste Landfill Disposal 

Franchise Ordinance to be effective 

October 1, 2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***OTHER ITEMS*** 

Discussion Agenda (D) 

 

1. Fire Code Enforcement Updates by 

Planning Director, Traci White 

 

2. Discuss Public Hearing for Airport 

Height Ordinance  

 

3. Local Option Use and Sales Tax 

public education advertising 

 

4. Discuss resolution submitted by 

Commissioner Lee – protecting NC 

farmers 

 

5. Discuss proposed Social Media 

Comments and Public Records 

Policy – Bertie County 

Government Facebook page 

 

6. Set 2018 Employee Luncheon date 

– Thursday, December 6, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners’ Reports (E) 

 

County Manager’s Reports (F) 

 

County Attorney’s Reports (G) 

 

Public Comments Continued 

 

Closed Session  

 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §  143-318.11(a)(3) to go into closed session 

to consult with the County Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege that exists between the attorney and this 

public body. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss matters relating 

to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the 

area served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative 

list of economic development incentives that may be offered by the 

public body in negotiations. The action approves the signing of an 

economic development contract or commitment, or the action 

authorizing the payment of economic development expenditures, 

shall be taken in an open session. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(5) to establish, or to instruct 

the public body's staff or negotiating agents concerning the position 

to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating (i) the 

price and other material terms of a contract or proposed contract for 

the acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange, or 

lease; or (ii) the amount of compensation and other material terms of 

an employment contract or proposed employment contract. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(6) to consider the 

qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, 

conditions of employment, or conditions of initial employment of an 

individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer 

or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or 

grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee.  

 

Adjourn 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  October 1, 2018 

 

SECTION:  Appointments 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

TOPICS:   

 

(1) Oath of Office – Commissioner Trent – Roanoke-Chowan Board of Trustees, by Clerk of 

Superior Court, Vasti F. James  

 

(2) Revaluation Team Introductions – Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea 

 

(3) Introduction of John White, Legislative Director for NC Department of Commerce  

 

(4) Introduction of Amtrak Passenger Rail Station in Weldon, NC by Economic 

Development Director, Steve Biggs 
 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):   

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 

3



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 A-1 

 

 

 

4



5



 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE LOCATION OF A PASSENGER RAIL STATION & 

SERVICE IN WELDON, NC 

 

WHEREAS, many towns and economic centers in northeastern North Carolina were formed 

along railroads and continue to rely on this critical infrastructure to support economic progress; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Weldon has a rich rail history as the home of the Wilmington and 

Weldon Railroad, the longest railroad in the world at the time of completion in 1840; and  

 

WHEREAS, railroads continue to be vital to the growth of North Carolina’s economy and to the 

development, strength and diversity of its businesses and education, cultural, and civic 

institutions; and  

 

WHEREAS, the ability for the Weldon, Halifax County and the surrounding area to compete in 

a global economy requires an efficient and diverse transportation network to provide stable 

transportation costs and to increase travel between metropolitan communities and regions; and  

 

WHEREAS, the location of a passenger rail station in Weldon will provide access to passenger 

rail for approximately 122,000 residents that live more than 30 minutes from a passenger rail 

station; and  

 

WHEREAS, passenger trains offer an economical mode of transportation that is usually less 

expensive than driving or flying and CLOSER to communities than commercial airports; and  

 

WHEREAS, passenger rail access in Weldon, NC will connect the Northeast region to 

education and employment opportunities in urban areas and improve the quality of life and 

income levels of its residents; and  

 

WHEREAS, passenger rail service in Weldon, NC will stimulate economic activity and spur 

private investment in the area around the rail station; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, a passenger rail station in Weldon, NC will support commercial activity by 

bringing visitors into proximity of shopping, retail, tourism, and other destinations, thereby 

increasing business activity and tax revenues; and  

 

WHEREAS, the location of a passenger rail station and service in Weldon, NC is the highest 

priority rail project in Halifax County; and  

 

 BERTIE COUNTY 
106 DUNDEE STREET  

POST OFFICE BOX 530 

WINDSOR, NORTH CAROLINA 

27983 

(252) 794-5300 

FAX: (252) 794-5327 

WWW.CO.BERTIE.NC.US 

 

BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 
ERNESTINE (BYRD) BAZEMORE, Chair 

                                 RONALD WESSON, Vice Chairman 

STEWART WHITE 

                                                                 TAMMY A. LEE 

                                                                     JOHN TRENT 

                                                             
 

6



 

WHEREAS, the Town of Weldon, by resolution, has authorized the Weldon Library as the 

location of passenger rail station.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the ______________________, THAT: 

 

• The _______supports the NC Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT’s) plans to 

construct a second Roanoke River crossing which will include approximately 10.5 miles 

of double track across the National Gateway Corridor.  

• The ________ supports the location of an Amtrak Passenger Train Station in Weldon, 

North Carolina.  

 

Adopted this 1st day of October, 2018.  

 

 

 

 

________________________  

Chairman 

 

 

________________________  

Secretary or Clerk 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  October 1, 2018 

 

SECTION:  Board Appointments 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

TOPICS:   

 

1. Bertie County Library Board 
 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

Board of Commissioners 

26



Bertie County Library Board 

 

Immediate Vacancies: 1  

Position Vacancy: 

Board Term Name Began End 

Bertie County Library 

Board 

3 years Irene Walker 3/21/00 -- 

     

     

     

 

Special requirements:  N/A 

Notes:  The individual has completed the required application. 

Attendance of Current Members:  N/A 

Applications Received: 

Irene Walker 

 

Current Members (unexpired): 

1. Lewis C. Hoggard, III. 

2. Marion Lee 

3. Kay Brantley 

4. Thelma Law 

5. Daphne Bond 

6. William Cowper 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

MEETING DATE:  October 1, 2018 

 

SECTION:  Consent 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

TOPICS:   

 
1. Approve Minutes for Regular Meeting 9-10-18 

 

2. Approve Minutes for Work Session 9-10-18 

 

3. Approve Minutes for Closed Session 9-10-18 

 

4. Register of Deeds Fees Report – September 2018  

 

5. Budget Amendments  

 

6. Tax Release Journal – August 2018 

 

7. Solid Waste Landfill Disposal Franchise Ordinance to be effective October 1, 2018 
 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:   

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):   

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 
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  Windsor, North Carolina 

September 10, 2018 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for their regular meeting today inside the 

Commissioners Room, 106 Dundee Street, Windsor, NC.  The following members were present 

or absent: 

 

Present:  Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 

  Stewart White, District II 

  Tammy A. Lee, District III 

John Trent, District IV 

     Ernestine (Byrd) Bazemore, District V 

 

Absent: None 

 

 

Staff Present:  County Manager Scott Sauer  

  Clerk to the Board Sarah Tinkham 

  County Attorney Lloyd Smith 

  Finance Officer William Roberson 

  ICMA/NCACC Management Fellow Dominique Walker 

  Economic Development Director Steve Biggs 

  Tax Administrator Jodie Rhea 

  4-H Extension Agent Guy Holley 

  Veteran Services Representative Denise Clark 

  Cooperative Extension Director Billy Barrow 

  Water Superintendent Ricky Spivey 

  Cooperative Extension Admin Assistant Sheila Powell 

  4-H Agent Guy Holley 

   

 

  

  

 

Gene Motley of the Roanoke-Chowan News Herald was present from the media. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Bazemore called the meeting to order. 
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INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   

Reverend Glenwood Mitchell led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments during this session. 

 

 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

 

(1) Public Hearing – proposed franchise amendment and extension of landfill host 

agreement, Republic Services 

Chair Bazemore noted that this item was being reviewed tonight and the public would have an 

opportunity to speak during the public hearing.   

 

This item, if no changes were needed based on public feedback, would be presented for approval 

in October. 

 

The public hearing was advertised three times in the local newspaper (August 8th , 15th and 22nd) 

and a copy of the proposed amendment is in the agenda package.   

 

At this time, Chair Bazemore opened the public hearing. 

 

After several attempts, no citizens came forward to speak during the public hearing. 

 

After hearing no public comments by anyone present, Chair Bazemore closed the public hearing. 

 

This item will be presented for approval, as written, at the October meeting. 
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(2) Introduction of John White, Legislative Director for NC Department of Commerce 

This item was deferred due to the impending weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) Space Camp review by Guy Holley & 4-H youth members 

Guy Holley and several 4-H Youth were present to discuss their experience at space camp in 

Alabama this summer.  The students were in grades 7 and 9.  All spoke positively and vibrantly 

of their experience, and one described the week-long camp as “the best week of her summer 

break.”   

 

Mr. Holley also played a brief highlight video of the all of 4-H’s summer activities, as well as a 

video that highlighted the most interesting parts of space camp.   

 

The Board thanked the students for their reports and congratulated them on their success this 

summer. 

 

The program was partly sponsored by NC A&T University and the Kent Bazemore Foundation. 
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

 

There were no Board Appointments. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 

The Consent Agenda was approved as follows: 

 

1.  Minutes – Regular Session 8-6-18 

2.  Fees Report – August 2018  

3.  Budget Amendments - #19-01 (next page) 

4.  Surplus/authorize sale - approval to declare these units as surplus equipment, and authorize 

sale of this equipment using GOVdeals.com 

Commissioner Trent made a MOTION to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Vice 

Chairman Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.   

Budget amendment #19-01 reads as follows: 
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DISCUSSION AGENDA 

 

Review Board of Elections schedule and locations for early voting in upcoming General 

Election; and discuss recent federal subpoena for public records for prior elections since 

2010 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson discussed his concerns with the local Board of Elections decision to 

recommend that the State close two of the early voting stations for the upcoming election.  Under 

the current recommendation, only the Board of Elections Office in Windsor will be open for 

early voting. 

 

There will also be only one Saturday offering for early voting. 

 

Mr. Wesson expressed his concern about the changes and inquired if any other commissioners 

had the same concerns. 

 

He also offered a MOTION to have the County draft a letter to the State Board of Elections to 

see if they could reconsider the decision to close two of the polling places. 

 

At this time, the Board Chair asked to hear from the Bertie County Board of Elections on the 

matter. 

 

Mr. Glenwood Mitchell, Secretary, came forward to discuss the changes.  Mr. Mitchell stated 

that the change was made based on funding availability and that the State was asking for cuts. 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson reiterated his support for more polling places and that he still did not 

fully understand why the decision was made.  He mentioned that data shows that voter 

participation is higher with the more polling places being open and especially in their area. 

 

After a length discussion, Vice Chairman Wesson reminded the Board of his motion on the floor. 

 

Chair Bazemore SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION FAILED in a 3-2 vote with 

Commissioners Trent, White, and Lee voting against. 

 

Commissioners Lee, White, and Trent echoed the same sentiments which were that they 

understood why the Vice Chairman felt the way he did on the issue, but that they did not want to 

interfere with a decision already made by another board and that the board was appointed for a 

reason and that they wanted to respect the board’s decision. 

 

In closing, Vice Chairman Wesson made it clear that he was looking out for the citizens of the 

County and trying to protect their right to vote in as many locations as possible. 
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Relocation of signage – Historic Hope Plantation from NC HWY 308 to HWY 13 

 

A request had been received in recent weeks from the Historic Hope Foundation about 

potentially moving the Hope Plantation sign from NC HWY 308 to HWY 13.  The move would 

potentially make the sign more visible to a broader audience and could potentially draw more 

people to site. 

 

The new sign will be erected on the County’s radio tower site, outsides of the NC DOT right of 

way owned property. 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson made a MOTION to approve the moving of this sign to County property 

on HWY 13.  Commissioners Trent and Lee SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review employee shared leave and possibly consider authorization for a waiver of the one-

year minimum service requirement 

 

This item is addressed under the current policy.  No further discussion is needed. 
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Capital Project Updates – remaining items from earlier Work Session 

Water Department projects 

 

• NCDEQ Division of Water Infrastructure Applications for Funding (Districts I-

IV) 

• Resubmittals of AIA grants for remaining funds (Districts II and IV) and 

revised CIP 

 

Commissioner Trent reported that work was steadily being done on the new EMS Station One 

but that materials scheduled for delivery this week had been halted due to the impending 

hurricane.  Dry wall, painting, and flooring will be started in the coming weeks. 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson reported that as early as November, the County could have approval 

from the SECU to move forward with the teacher housing project. 

 

Commissioner Trent made a MOTION to approve submittals for Water Districts I, II, III, and IV 

for NCDENR Division of Water Infrastructure Applications for Asset Inventory and Assessment 

project; and resolutions for the AIA grant for remaining, existing projects and water districts II 

and IV including all related documents and certifications for signature by the County Manager or 

Chair as necessary; and approval of the Bertie County Regional Water System Capital 

Improvement Plan for FY2017-2018 through FY2024-2025 including all related documents and 

certifications for signature by the County Manager or Chair as necessary.  Commissioner White 

SECONDED the motion. The MOTION PASSED unanimously.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss updates from NCACC Annual Conference – Hickory, NC 

 

Mr. Sauer advised that it would be pertinent to have a meeting with the DSS Board soon to 

discuss the State’s proposal to regionalize DSS Departments. 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson reported about the Farm Bill that is being proposed now and how it 

would severely impact farmers in our area.  The bill would allow citizens who move into a pre-

established agricultural area to file suit for odor, appeal, etc.  The latest case involving hogs was 

the precedent for the bill. 

 

Commissioner Lee reported on the Justice & Public Safety Committee and she also summarized 

the tour she participated in of furniture academy that is sponsored by the Catawba Community 

College.   
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Chair Bazemore discussed youth leadership ideas that had been shared at the conference, and 

wanted to see if Superintendent Edmonds would consider appointing students to a Youth County 

Commissioner program.  The student(s) could attend Commissioners meetings alongside County 

Commissioners to gain a feel for working in County Government.   

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

 

County Manager Sauer reiterated for the public the County State of Emergency declaration and 

the various articles within it regarding a curfew, and the sale of firearms and alcohol.  He also 

reviewed the preparations being made by the Emergency Services Department and the location 

of Bertie County shelters.  He also discussed the County’s recently approved lease with the 

Cashie Convention Center for a central point for staff and out of town responders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORTS 

 

The County Attorney had no remarks at this time. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 

The Board acknowledged the return of Mayor Pugh of Lewiston-Woodville.  Mr. Pugh was 

involved in an accident during a controlled home burn. 

 

Vivian Clarke of the Bertie County NAACP reminded all of those present about a Law 

Enforcement and Veteran’s Banquet on October 13th at 6:00 PM in Windsor.  WW2 and Korean 

vets would be honored. 

 

Ms. Sheila Craig also reported her concerns and recollection of a Bertie County Board of 

Elections meeting, and how the information shared tonight did not match up with the information 

she absorbed from the meeting where the decision in question was made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41



 

11 
 

 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 

 

 

 

Chair Bazemore 

 

Chair Bazemore discussed a recent reception she had attended for historians that had been 

working the archeological site at the Lost Colony.  She mentioned their enthusiasm for the 

project and that this will be an historical game changer for our area. 

 

She also discussed an award she had received from the NCACC for Exemplary Service, and a 

course that she had facilitate for the NC Association of Black County Officials. 

 

Lastly, she discussed the conference call that she participated in yesterday regarding Hurricane 

Florence, and encouraged citizens to prepare. 

 

 

 

Commissioner Trent 

 

Commissioner Trent discussed a $150,000 grant received by the Town of Lewiston-Woodville 

for revitalization, as well as a donation of land for a community building.   

 

He also mentioned the ongoing work on the new EMS Station One and Blue Jay Recreation Park 

gym, but that work was on hold until Hurricane Florence passes. 

 

 

 

Commissioner Lee 

 

Commissioner Lee reiterated that the 2018 Aulander Peanut Festival would be held on October 

6th. 

 

Also, the Town of Roxobel is currently looking to raise money for a playground.  Citizens are 

encouraged to donate. 

 

In recent weeks, Mrs. Lee and her husband also hosted a self-defense class in Roxobel that was 

well attended.   

 

Lastly, she announced that she had been nominated as the Chair of the NCAJPS Committee, as 

well as the Vice Chair of the NACoJPS Law Enforcement Subcommittee.   
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Commissioner White 

 

Commissioner White had no remarks at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson commended Commissioner Lee on her accomplishments of the various 

Boards she sits on for the State and National organization.  He congratulated her for her new 

respective titles. 

 

He also commended Chair Bazmore on her recent awards and that she was an inspiration to him 

as well as others in public service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Chair Bazemore ADJOURNED the meeting at 7:15 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

______________________________ 

             Ernestine Bazemore, Chair 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________   

Sarah S. Tinkham, Clerk to the Board 
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  Windsor, North Carolina 

September 10, 2018 

WORK SESSION 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for a WORK SESSION today inside the 

Commissioners Room, 106 Dundee Street, Windsor, NC.  The following members were present 

or absent: 

 

Present:  Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 

  Tammy A. Lee, District III 

John Trent, District IV 

     Ernestine (Byrd) Bazemore, District V 

 

Absent: Stewart White, District II None 

 

 

Staff Present:  County Manager Scott Sauer  

  Clerk to the Board Sarah Tinkham 

  County Attorney Lloyd Smith 

  Finance Officer William Roberson 

  ICMA/NCACC Management Fellow Dominique Walker 

  Planning & Inspections Director Traci White 

  Code Enforcement Administrator Chris Surgeon 

  Nuisance Abatement Officer Barry Anderson 

  Cooperative Extension Director Billy Barrow 

  Veteran Services Director Denise Clarke 

  Clerk of Superior Court Vasti F. James  

   

 

  

  

 

Gene Motley of the Roanoke-Chowan News Herald was present from the media. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Bazemore called the meeting to order. 

 

 

UPDATE – Hurricane Florence 

 

Emergency Services Director, Mitch Cooper, provided a brief update to the Board regarding 

Hurricane Florence.  At this time, the storm still showed Bertie County within the “cone of 

uncertainty,” and severe impacts should be expected.  He stated that he had been in direct contact 

with NC Emergency Management and all local partners to prepare. 
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Mr. Cooper shared that the County’s three shelters would be open beginning Wednesday, 

September 12th at 5:00 PM.  The shelters include Colerain Elementary, West Bertie Elementary, 

and Bertie Middle School.   

 

He also reviewed that the Chair had already signed a State of Emergency for the County that 

restricts the sales of alcohol and firearms and also establishes a curfew, and voluntary evacuation 

orders for flood prone, water front, and low-lying areas within the County. 

 

Efforts to prepare the animal shelter and County buildings for the storm had been made and 

would be completed by the end of the business day, and a press conference was scheduled for 

tomorrow, Tuesday, September 11th.   

 

Vice Chairman Wesson mentioned that he was on the hunt for available storage space for small 

businesses in the area looking to store important equipment or other items.   

 

Commissioner Lee requested that all shelters have at least the basic kitchen needs and some kind 

of radio or television for DSS staff to monitor the storm as the shelters open. 

 

Mr. Cooper noted that smart phones would be the main source of information during a storm of 

this size as his own emergency communication towers may not be able to withstand the winds. 

 

Chair Bazemore commended Mr. Cooper and his staff for “stepping out in front of this storm,” 

and preparing the County as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson echoed the same sentiments and stated that he would be praying for the 

County as well as all of the staff who will be working during the storm event. 

 

Leasing of HTM Building for Emergency Operations needs 

 

County Manager Sauer introduced an idea to lease the former HTM building and the current 

Cashie Convention Center for emergency operations needs.   

 

The County typically needs a central meeting point for feeding staff as well as housing their 

families in the event of an evacuation.  The Cashie Convention Center could also host out of 

town responders and organizations who will be visiting the County during and after the storm.  

The lease will last 90-days and rent will be paid in advance ($30,000).   

 

Commissioner Trent made a MOTION to approve the requested lease for 90-days and the rent 

of $30,000.  Vice Chairman Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously.   

 

Vice Chairman Wesson asked if the County’s debris removal contract was in place, and Mr. 

Sauer confirmed that it was in place for this storm event. 
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Deferred Work Session & Needed Action Items 

 

The following items were deferred due to staff being confined to the needs of storm preparation: 

 

• MHA Works Architect, Albi Albrecht, was scheduled to present the updated site plan and 

schematic conceptual design for the public library and cooperative extension offices on 

the Lancaster property in follow up to July 31st workshop – deferred due to storm 

preparations 

• Consider an approved authorization for preparation of construction documents, including 

an addendum/alternate for a community meeting space. – deferred due to storm 

preparations 

 

Items in need of review and authorization today include: 

• Authorize submittal to Golden Leaf Foundation for supplemental funding. 

Vice Chairman Wesson made a MOTION to authorize the submitted of Golden Leaf Foundation 

documents for supplemental funding to support the addition of a community meeting room to 

accommodate 200-300 people as a component of the joint use facility for the public library and 

cooperative extension office.  Commissioner Trent SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION 

PASSED unanimously.   

 

Mr. Sauer stated exercising the “option to purchase” 4.0 acres on Lancaster Road at the 

intersection of South King Street would signify to Golden Leaf that progress was being made on 

the project despite the weather situation. 

 

• Approve purchase of Lancaster Road site and execution of all appropriate documents. 

Commissioner Trent made a MOTION to have the County Attorney prepare a draft closing 

statements and deed to exercise the County’s option on the Lancaster Road property to be signed 

by the Chair.  Commissioner Lee SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously.   

 

• Approve Jasper Bazemore Street—transfer of deed to the Town of Windsor to facilitate 

the sidewalk and utility improvements as discussed with the Board in June. 

Commissioner Trent made a MOTION to transfer the deed to the Town of Windsor to facilitate 

the sidewalk and utility improvements as discussed with the Board in June.  Commissioner Lee 

SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.   

 

Other Updates 

 

• Property acquisition from Cashie Golf & Country Club for Firefighter Training facility - 

MCC and Town of Windsor. 
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Mr. Sauer noted that a deed is forthcoming, and that surveying had been delayed due to rain.  

The deed should be expected sometime in October, both for the country club and transfer of land 

to the Town of Windsor for the firefighter training facility project, approximately five (5) acres.  

 

• Dundee Street additional Courthouse parking and possible acquisition of 26,296 square 

foot lot at corner of Queen St. 

Mr. Sauer stated that the owners of this property is still interested in selling.  The offer of 

$25,000 was made to the County for the corner lot.  The lot would require demolition and several 

other sites could be included in that demolition quote.   

 

Vice Chairman Wesson asked that negotiations continue on the price, but that he was ready to 

make a motion on the matter. 

 

Vice Chairman Wesson made a MOTION to move forward with negotiations on the corner lot, 

demolition, and the implementation of additional Courthouse parking.  Commissioner Trent 

SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

• Trespassing and illegal parking of tractor trailers on old County landfill property by 

Linwood Powell Trucking. 

Mr. Sauer discussed an issue that had been brought to his attention by Nuisance Abatement 

Officer, Barry Anderson.  The County currently still owns the property that used to house the 

landfill.  The area is now being used a “private parking” lot for a citizen’s truck business.   

 

As the years have gone by, more and more large trucks and trailers have been parked in the area 

of the old landfill which has made it difficult for County staff to reach pertinent equipment. 

 

After a brief discussion, the Board asked that the Sheriff first visit with the citizen.  If the matter 

persists, more measures will be put in place to address the matter. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Reverend Gary Cordon and other community leaders from Lewiston-Woodville asked for the 

County’s support in seeking grant for their town. 

 

The Board gave their full support and assured them that any town within the County could apply 

for grants to various foundations and state agencies at any time, but to let the Board know if they 

needed any assistance. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

County Manager Sauer inquired if the Board would like review several items with the County 

Attorney in Closed Session. 
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The Board concurred. 

 

Commissioner Lee made a MOTTION for the Board to go into CLOSED SESSION pursuant 

to N.C.G.S. §143-318.11(a)(3) to go into closed session to consult with the County Attorney in 

order to preserve the attorney-client privilege that exists between the attorney and this public 

body.  Vice Chairman Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously.   

 

OPEN SESSION 

 

Commissioner Lee made a MOTION to return to Open Session.  Vice Chairman Wesson 

SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.   

 

 

 

 

 

RECESS 

 

Chair Bazemore RECESSED the meeting until 6:00PM today in the same location. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

______________________________ 

             Ernestine Bazemore, Chair 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________   

Sarah S. Tinkham, Clerk to the Board 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

MEETING DATE:  October 1, 2018 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

TOPICS:   

 

 

1. Fire Code Enforcement Updates by Planning Director, Traci White 

 

2. Discuss Public Hearing for Airport Height Ordinance  

 

3. Local Option Use and Sales Tax public education advertising 

 

4. Discuss resolution submitted by Commissioner Lee – protecting NC farmers 

 

5. Discuss proposed Social Media Comments and Public Records Policy – Bertie County 

Government Facebook page 

 

6. Set 2018 Employee Luncheon date – Thursday, December 6, 2018 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Discussion requested. 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Discussion and/or 

approval as recommended.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 
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ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION OF  

NORTH CAROLINA FIRE PREVENTION CODE 
 

An ordinance of Bertie County adopting the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code, regulating and 

governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards arising from the 

storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, and from conditions 

hazardous to life or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises in Bertie County; 

providing for the issuance of permits and collection fees therefore. 

 

The Board of Commissioners of Bertie County does ordain as follows: 

 

Section 1. Jurisdiction 

 

This ordinance shall apply to the jurisdiction of Bertie County and within the jurisdiction of any 

municipality located in Bertie County whose governing body agrees, by resolution, to such 

applicability. 

 

 

Section 2.  Adoption. 

 

(a)      Except as hereinafter amended, the provisions of the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code 

with all included Appendixes, current edition, adopted by the North Carolina Building Code 

Council is hereby adopted and made applicable as the Fire Prevention Code of Bertie County. A 

copy of such code shall be maintained in the office of the Bertie County Building Inspector, fire 

departments and in the office of the Clerk to the Board of the Bertie County. The specific 

provisions of the aforesaid state building code herein referred to as the fire prevention code are 

hereby incorporated into this section as fully as if set out herein verbatim. 

(b)      The listed standards and publications which comprise a part of the Fire Prevention Code, as 

the same may be periodically revised and updated, shall be applicable and enforced within the 

county. 

(c)       Amendments to the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code, which are adopted and published 

by the North Carolina State Building Code Council, shall be effective on the date prescribed by 

the North Carolina State Building Code Council. 

 (d)      The North Carolina State Building Code volume that is titled Administration & 

Enforcement Requirements is hereby referenced for the administration of the North Carolina Fire 

Prevention Code, current edition for periodic inspection of building altered, repaired or 

rehabilitated in accordance with the Existing Building Code. 

 

 

Section 3. Relationship to Laws and Standards 

 

The provisions of the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code, as amended periodically, are 

incorporated by reference herein. In the event that any provision of this ordinance is in material 

conflict with that provision of the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code, then the North Carolina 

Fire Prevention Code provisions shall take precedence over the conflicting provision of this 

ordinance. 
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Section 4. Application of Ordinance. 

 

The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to new and existing conditions and structures, and to 

the repair, use occupancy and maintenance of existing buildings or structures specified in the North 

Carolina Fire Prevention Code, and to other conditions hazardous to life or property. 

 

Section 5. Schedule for Inspection of Buildings and Premises 

 

It shall be the duty of the Fire Inspector to inspect, or cause to be inspected all buildings and 

premises as required by the North Carolina Fire Prevention Code as adopted by the Building Codes 

Council. 

 

Section 6.  Effective Date 

 

This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption 

 

Section 7. Adoption Certification 

 

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the Adoption of the North Carolina Fire 

Prevention Code of North Carolina as adopted by the Board of Commissioners of Bertie County, 

North Carolina, on the __________ day of _____________, 20    . 

 

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of                                     , this the             day of          

_________________, 20__. 

 

 

___________________________________    _______________________ 

Chair, Bertie County Board of Commissioners   Clerk to the Board 
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The Bertie County Board of Commissioners 
and the Bertie County Board of Education have 
pledged that all revenue from a quarter-cent 
local option sales and use tax will be set aside 
for teacher supplements.   If approved by you, 
the voters, the intitiative would generate 
approxiatemly $175,000 in new revenue 
providing the perfect opportunity for Bertie to 
better compete with surrounding counties in 
recruiting the best teachers for the students of 
Bertie County.

APPLIES TO ALL

PLEASE VOTE

A sales tax increase 
would not just 
impact citizens.  It 
would also apply 
to purchases made 
by visitors.

Tuesday, 
November 6, 2018

FACT:  Many                
surrounding counties 

have approved the same 
quarter-cent local 

option sales and use tax

EXCLUSIONS
Not to worry, grocery 
and gas costs will 
NOT go up.  Those 
are    ineligible under 
NC State law.

$8 Lunch Special   
with current tax rate

= $8.54
and with a 1/4 of penny 

sales tax added
= $8.56

$100 pair of shoes 
with current tax rate

= $106.75 
and with a 1/4 of penny 

sales tax added
= $107.00

HOW CAN WE HELP TEACHERS?

TEACHER SUPPLEMENTS
FOR BRIGHTER FUTURES
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RESOULTION BY THE BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS TO PROTECT NORTH CAROLINA FARMERS 

 

WHEREAS, agriculture is one of the most significant drivers of North Carolina’s 

economy, creating tens of billions in economic activity, employing 17 percent of the state’s 

workers and accounting for nearly 20 percent of the state’s economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, 26 lawsuits have been filed in North Carolina asserting nuisance allegations 

against Murphy-Brown, a subsidiary of Smithfield Foods; and 

 

WHEREAS, while the lawsuits name Murphy-Brown as a defendant, most of the farms 

affected by the lawsuit are independently-owned family farms who, despite operating their 

farms in a law-abiding manner, stand to lose their livelihoods as result of the litigation; and 

 

WHEREAS, during the trial phase of a recent case, the jury was denied the ability to 

conduct a site visit to experience first-hand the conditions complained of and after verdicts 

were reached, a gag order was entered preventing farmers and their neighbors from publicly 

discussing the conditions on their farms or the effects of the lawsuits on their farming 

communities. 

 

WHEREAS, the Bertie County Board of Commissioners fear that if this verdict is not 

overturned, it will set a precedent with far reaching ramifications devastating to North 

Carolina’s agricultural economy, harmful to rural farming communities and will push 

hardworking family farmers into bankruptcy by stymying their ability to produce fruits and 

vegetables, raise livestock and seafood, and grow crops and grains. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bertie County Board of 

Commissioners does hereby support not only the Swine Farmers of Eastern North Carolina, 

but the many poultry, crop, and livestock farmers in the State who stand to face similar 

claims in their communities here and across the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 
                          ERNESTINE (BYRD) BAZEMORE, Chair 

                       RONALD “RON” WESSON, Vice Chairman 

                                                                       JOHN TRENT 

                                                                 TAMMY A. LEE 

                                                               STEWART WHITE 
 

BERTIE COUNTY 
106 DUNDEE STREET  

POST OFFICE BOX 530 

WINDSOR, NORTH CAROLINA 27983 

(252) 794-5300 

FAX: (252) 794-5327 

WWW.CO.BERTIE.NC.US 
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Approved this the 1st day of October, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

______________________   ____________________           _________________ 

              Tammy Lee                              Ernestine Bazemore              John Trent 

 

 

 

 

                                                

_______________________  _______________________ 

                                    Stewart White                   Ronald “Ron” Wesson 

 

 

 

101



 

 

 

 

 
 D-5 

 

102



Bertie County Social Media Comments Policy 

& Public Records Statement 

 

This is the official Facebook page for the government entity of Bertie County, North Carolina 

(referred to as “Bertie County Government”). This page is updated as needed and may not 

always be regularly monitored for questions or comments especially outside of normal business 

hours. Any communication via this page (whether by a County employee, community partner, or 

the general public) may be subject to monitoring and disclosure to third parties as a public 

record. 

 

Content Disclaimer: 

Bertie County Government makes use of a variety of forms of media to communicate to the 

public in an accurate, timely, and open manner. To this end, this Bertie County Government page 

is one way to provide communication to the public. The County welcomes participation and 

feedback from the public on this site. Once posted, the County reserves the right to delete 

comments that: 

- Contain vulgar language 

- Are personal attacks of any kind via “trolling” or other means 

- Are offensive 

- Are prejudiced or hurtful remarks made toward any person or entity, including any ethnic, 

racial or religious group 

- Are spam or links to other sites, or files containing viruses that could damage the operation of 

other people’s computers or mobile devices 

- Include sales/promotion of goods or services or links to other sites 

- Advocate any kind illegal activity 

- Promote people, services, products or political organizations 

- Infringe on personal privacy, copyrights, or trademarks 

- Are requests for emergency services (please DIAL 911) 

 

*Please note that comments expressed on the County’s Facebook page do not reflect the opinions 

or positions of Bertie County Government, its employees or elected officials. 
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