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  Windsor, North Carolina 

June 11, 2018 

BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for their regular meeting today inside the 

Commissioners Room, 106 Dundee Street, Windsor, NC.  The following members were present 

or absent: 

 

Present:  Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 

  Stewart White, District II 

Tammy A. Lee, District III 

John Trent, District IV 

     Ernestine (Byrd) Bazemore, District V 

 

Absent: None  

 

 

Staff Present:  County Manager Scott Sauer  

  Clerk to the Board Sarah Tinkham 

  Finance Officer William Roberson 

   

 

 

Gene Motley of the Roanoke-Chowan News Herald was present from the media. 

   

 

 

 

CALL TO THE ORDER 

 

Chair Bazemore called the meeting to order. 

 

 

 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

Chair Bazemore then made the following statement: 

 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen, and fellow taxpayers, 

 

Our purpose today is to hold a public hearing on the proposed budget for FY 2018-2019 

in accordance with the NC Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act. 

 

As you may have read in the newspaper or seen on Facebook, the Board of 

Commissioners has been actively reviewing, changing, making cuts, and coming to 



 

2 
 

consensus on the final budget—which has not tax increase, and keeps the tax rate at 83 

cents per $100 valuation. 

 

At this time, we will ask the County Manager to review some of the highlights for the 

budget as it stands as adjusted during the Board’s work session last week (only if there is 

an audience to hear the report). 

 

 

 

 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS – FY2018-2019 BUDGET 

 

County Manager Sauer discussed some of the highlights of the FY2018-2019 budget.  He also 

briefly summarized the Board’s budget work session on June 5th. 

 

During the budget work session, the Board was faced with a potential 5 cent tax increase.  The 

first item that was addressed in the proposed budget was the budgeted amount of $0 for Medicaid 

reimbursement. 

 

After conferring with the Finance Officer, it was deemed plausible to expect at least $400,000 

worth of Medicaid reimbursement, so that line item was adjusted to reflect that new amount. 

 

Next, the Board reviewed each departmental budget making cuts as needed.  Some areas 

impacted included the Bertie County Sheriff’s Office, Communications, and EMS. 

 

With these changes, the potential of tax increase was completely eliminated, and per a 

recommendation from Commissioner Lee, a 2 percent (2%) cost of living increase for County 

employees was proposed. 

 

All changes were made to the budget and the updated copy is available for further public 

inspection as well as for final approval after the conclusion of tonight’s public hearing. 
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PUBLIC HEARING – FY2018-2019 BUDGET 

 

At this time, Chair Bazemore opened the public hearing for the FY2018-2019 budget per State 

statute. 

 

Commissioner Lee asked when Medicaid reimbursement is normally received.  Finance Officer, 

William Roberson, stated that the County has just received this fiscal year’s reimbursement in 

May.   

 

The floor was open to public comments. 

 

There was only one member of the public present, and this individual did not provide any public 

comments.  Otherwise, only Commissioners and the pertinent County staff were present. 

 

Chair Bazemore then closed the floor to public comments and ended the FY2018-2019 public 

hearing. 

 

APPROVAL OF FY2018-2019 BUDGET 

 

At this time, Chair Bazemore called for a motion to approve the FY2018-2019 budget as recently 

revised with the requested changes.   

 

Vice Chairman Wesson made a MOTION to approve the FY2018-2019 budget and to set the tax 

rate at 83 cents.  Commissioner Trent SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously.   

 

The approved FY2018-2019 Budget Ordinance and County fees reads as follows: 
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ADJOURN 

 

Chair Bazemore ADJOURNED the meeting at 7:05 PM.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

______________________________ 

             Ernestine Bazemore, Chair 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________   

Sarah S. Tinkham, Clerk to the Board 


