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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wildlife Commission Opens Public Comment Period for Proposed
Regulation Changes
RALEIGH, N.C. (Dec. 1, 2017) — The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission has opened the
public comment period for proposed changes to agency regulations related to wildlife

management, inland fisheries and game lands for the 2018-19 seasons.

The comment period will be open from Dec. 1 until Feb. 1, 2018. Comments may be submitted

online, emailed to regulations@ncwildlife.org (must include name, phone number and mailing

address in e-mail) or mailed to: Rules Coordinator, N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, 1701
Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1701.

The public can also provide comments at one of nine public hearings the Commission is

conducting across the state in January.

Three proposed changes of interest to deer hunters statewide will:
e Establish five deer season zones by separating the Eastern Zone into two zones — the
Northeastern Zone and the Southeastern Zone. This regulation would also move Polk
and Rutherford counties to the Western Zone and Cleveland County to the Northwest

Zone (see proposed deer seasons zone map)

e Change season length and time frames; establish a statewide antlered deer bag limit of
two and a statewide antlerless deer bag limit of four; and restrict the use of bonus
antlerless deer tags to the Urban Archery Season. There would be no changes in the
season opening dates for archery; however, where other seasons begin later, archery

seasons would be longer than currently established seasons.
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e Shift the either-sex season to the beginning of the Introductory, Conservative and

Moderate Antlerless Deer seasons (see chart for affected counties).

Proposed regulations of interest to bear hunters will:
e Modify the bear hunting season in the Coastal Bear Management Unit (CBMU) to align
hunting seasons in five bear hunting zones (see chart).
e Modify the bear hunting season in the Mountain Bear Unit to add two weeks to the

beginning of the current season.

Another proposed hunting regulation would allow limited take of American alligators by permit
only as prescribed in the recently approved Alligator Management Plan. The proposed regulation
would also establish a one-month season with a bag limit of one per permit and a season limit of

one per person as well as manner of take.

For justifications on the above proposed regulations, as well as a complete list of all 35 proposed
changes to the agency’s wildlife management, inland fisheries and game lands regulations for the
2018-19 seasons, download the Public Hearings Applying to 2018-2019 Fishing, Hunting and

Trapping Seasons information booklet. Visit the Commission’s blog for more detailed

information about the proposed deer regulations and bear regulations.
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The schedule for the 2018-19 public hearings is below. Public hearings begin at 7 p.m. at the

following locations:

DATE DISTRICT CITY LOCATION
Bladen Community College
Jan. 9, Auditorium, Bldg. 9,
2018 4 Dublin Multipurpose Room
(Tues.) 7418 N.C. Hwy. 41W
Dublin, N.C. 28332
Old Alamance County
Jan. 10, Courthouse
2018 5 Graham 1 SE Court Square
(Wed.) Graham, N.C. 27253
Stanly County Agri-Civic
Jan. 11, Center
?%frs) 6 Albemarle 26032-B Newt Road
' Albemarle, N.C. 28001
Haywood Community
Jan. 16, College
2018 9 Clyde Auditorium
(Tues.) 185 Freelander Drive
Clyde, N.C. 28721
Western Piedmont
Community College
Jan. 17, . L.
Leviton Auditorium, Moore
2018 8 Morganton
(Wed) Hall
' 1001 Burkemont Ave.
Morganton, N.C. 28655
Jan. 18, Elkin High School
2018 7 Elkin 334 Elk Spur Street
(Thurs.) Elkin, N.C. 28621
John A. Holmes High School
Jan. 23, Auditorium
?_?335 ) ! Edenton 600 Woodard Street
' Edenton, N.C. 27932
Craven Community College
Jan. 24, Orringer Auditorium
2018 2 New Bern 9
(Wed) 800 College Court
' New Bern, N.C. 28562
Nash Community College
Jan. 25, Brown Auditorium
f‘?iﬁrs) 3 Rocky Mount 522 N. Old Carriage Road
' Rocky Mount, N.C. 27804
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Since 1947, the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission has been dedicated to the conservation and
sustainability of the state’s fish and wildlife resources through research, scientific management,
wise use, and public input. The Commission is the state regulatory agency responsible for the
enforcement of fishing, hunting, trapping and boating laws and provides programs and
opportunities for wildlife-related educational, recreational and sporting activities. To learn more,

visit www.ncwildlife.org.

Get N.C. Wildlife Update — news including season dates, bag limits, legislative updates and
more — delivered free to your Inbox from the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission. Go to

www.ncwildlife.org/enews.
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