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     BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

November 7, 2016 

Meeting Agenda 

 

This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their meeting and all items found 

on it may be deleted, amended or deferred.  The Commissioners may also, in their absolute discretion, consider matters 

not shown on this agenda. 

 

2:00 – Work Session – discuss various facility clean-up/restoration issues from effects of two recent flooding events with George Saad of 

Care Master Clean 

a. Lawrence Memorial Library 

b. Cooperative Extension Building 

c. EMS Station 1 

 

3:00 – NCACC Update Video – November 2016 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

4:00-4:05   Call to Order and Welcome by Chairman Trent  

 

4:05-4:10   Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner Wesson 

 

4:10-4:25   Public Comments (3 minute time limit per speaker) 

(A) 

*** APPOINTMENTS *** 
 
4:25-4:35   (1) Matthew Connolly of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will update the Board on the proposed expansion of the Roanoke River 

Wildlife Refuge 

 

4:35-4:45   (2) Presentation by Jeremy McCargo of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission 

 

4:45-4:55   (3) Update request regarding storm shelter generators by Commissioner Bill Harrell of Colerain  

 

 

Board Appointments (B) 
 

1. Advertisement -- Current and 

Upcoming Board Vacancies 

 

 

Consent Agenda (C) 
 

1. Approve minutes for Regular 

Session 10-24-16 

 

2. Register of Deeds Fees Report – 

October 2016 

 

3. “Raising Bertie” Public Showing 

Event at Bertie High School 

Auditorium, and facility use 

agreement 

 

4. Revised Agreement for Regional 

Back-Up PSAP 

 
5. Tax Release Journal –                 

September 2016 

 

6. Council on Aging – General 

Purpose Agreement FY2016-2017 

 

7. Budget Amendment #17-03 

 

 

 

***OTHER ITEMS*** 

Discussion Agenda (D) 

 
1. Review of Tax Appeals: 

a) Coastal Medical 

Transport by Tim 

Bazemore, Jr. 

b) Southern Band Tuscarora 

Indian Tribe by Marilyn 

Mejorado 

c) Kelford Owner, LLC. - 

FYI only, formal appeal 

will be presented at a 

later meeting 

 

2. Hurricane Matthew Grant – 

Staffing Request 

 

3. NC Coastal Land Trust 

correspondence  

 

4. Structural Evaluation – 

resident near new BHS          

(1 of 3) received 

 

5. Blue Jay Park Trail – Grant 

Update  

 

6. Update on recreation master 

plan and site visit to Currituck 

County YMCA 

 

Commissioners’ Reports (E) 

 

County Manager’s Reports (F) 

 

County Attorney’s Reports (G) 

 

Public Comments Continued 

*3 minute time limit per speaker* 

 

Closed Session 

 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §  143-318.11(a)(3) to go into closed session 

to consult with the County Attorney in order to preserve the 

attorney-client privilege that exists between the attorney and this 

public body. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(4)  to discuss matters relating 

to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the 

area served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative 

list of economic development incentives that may be offered by the 

public body in negotiations. The action approves the signing of an 

economic development contract or commitment, or the action 

authorizing the payment of economic development expenditures, 

shall be taken in an open session. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(5) to establish, or to instruct 

the public body's staff or negotiating agents concerning the position 

to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating (i) the 

price and other material terms of a contract or proposed contract for 

the acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange, or 

lease; or (ii) the amount of compensation and other material terms of 

an employment contract or proposed employment contract. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(6) to consider the 

qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, 

conditions of employment, or conditions of initial employment of an 

individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer 

or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or 

grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee.  

 

Adjourn 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Matthew Connolly of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will update the Board on 

the proposed expansion of the Roanoke River Wildlife Refuge 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Proposed Expansion 
for Roanoke River 
National Wildlife Refuge

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Purpose
The USFWS is proposing an 
expansion of the acquisition 
boundary of the Roanoke 
River National Wildlife Refuge 
(RRNWR) to conserve and 
restore fish and wildlife habitat 
while helping to preserve a rural 
landscape, protect water quality 
and support public recreational 
and educational opportunities. 
If approved, the Service would 
increase the boundary of the 
RRNWR by working solely with 
willing landowners to conserve 
land through a combination of fee-
title purchase and conservation 
easements.  

Goals
n	 Provide future habitat for wildlife in 

the event of population growth and sea 
level rise;

n	 Preserve the most natural river flow 
possible for benefit of wildlife and 
habitats;

n	 Maintain the rural and agricultural 
legacy of the region;

n	 Partner with Federal, State, County 
and private agencies and organizations 
to conserve and promote the natural 
resources of the Roanoke River.

Significant Features of Roanoke River
The land along the Roanoke River is 
a mosaic of habitat types including 
agricultural property, hardwood forest 
communities, tupelo-cypress forest, and 
stands of mature and young pine forests.

n	 Important habitat for migratory 
waterfowl including mallards and wood 
ducks;

n	 One of the largest populations of wild 
turkey in NC;

n	 Active heron rookeries;

n	 Home to bald eagles, Swainson’s 
warbler, Kentucky warbler, wood 
thrush, Mississippi and Swallow-
tailed kites, prothonotary warbler and 
cerulean warbler;

n	 Important to migratory fish like 
alewife, American eel, American shad, 
Atlantic sturgeon, blueback herring, 
hickory shad, sea lamprey, and striped 
bass.

Devil’s Gut Cypress/Tupelo swamp, by USFWS

Current Roanoke River National Wildlife Refuge Boundary
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

National Wildlife Refuge System 
Improvement Act of 1997
The mission of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System is: “...to administer a 
national network of lands and waters 
for the conservation, management, and 
where appropriate, restoration of fish, 
wildlife and plant resources and their 
habitats within the United States for the 
benefit of present and future generations 
of Americans.”

Roanoke River NWR Today
Roanoke River NWR was established 
on August 10, 1989. Located in Bertie 
County, NC, the Refuge includes 20,978 
acres along the lower extent of the 
Roanoke River. The existing acquisition 
boundary is 33,000 acres. The Roanoke 
River is a 442-mile-long river with 
9,875 square miles of drainage in North 
Carolina and Virginia.

Next Steps
This is the beginning of detailed planning 
for the project. Public input is a vital part 
of this process. Public meetings will be 
held in areas throughout the counties 
included in the study area in the fall and 
winter of 2016.

Flow of Process
n		Public Scoping

n		Writing the Land Protection Plan

n		Public Review

n	Final Plan

Facts about the Proposal
n		Purchases only from willing sellers;

n		No condemnation;

n		Limited to no more than 50,000 acres 
in fee title purchase and 100,000 acres 
in conservation easements;

n		Will not affect property rights on non-
service owned lands;

n		Service required to pay appraised 
value for land;

n		No changes to use of private lands, 
service has no authority on adjoining 
lands;

n		Continued hunting, fishing wildlife 
observation, environmental 
education, interpretation and wildlife 
photography on existing and new 
refuge land.

Questions You May Have
What is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Service proposing?
The Service has proposed the expansion 
of the acquisition boundary for Roanoke 
River National Wildlife Refuge located 
in Bertie County, North Carolina. Under 
the draft proposal, the Service would be 
able to purchase from willing sellers up 
to 50,000 acres of land and up to 100,000 
acres of conservation easements along 
the Roanoke River from Weldon to the 
mouth of the river at Albemarle Sound.  
By focusing on the area along the river 
that represents the current day flood 
plain, the Service would be able to work 
with partners to connect the existing 
protected lands for the benefit of people 
and wildlife.

What is a national wildlife refuge?
National wildlife refuges are areas of 
land and water set aside for fish, wildlife, 
and plant conservation, and managed by 
or in partnership with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Collectively, refuges 
across the nation comprise the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, the world’s 
premier system of public lands and 

waters set aside to conserve fish, wildlife 
and plants. Since President Theodore 
Roosevelt designated Florida’s Pelican 
Island as the first wildlife refuge in 1903, 
the System has grown to more than 150 
million acres, 553 national wildlife refuges 
and other units of the Refuge System, 
plus 38 wetland management districts.

Why is the Service proposing to 
expand the acquisition boundary of the 
Roanoke River NWR?
Population growth and sea level rise 
anticipated over the next 50 to 100 
years will add pressure to wildlife in 
northeastern North Carolina to find 
adequate and quality habitat. As the 
nation’s leading conservation agency 
for wildlife and habitat protection, the 
Service seeks to work with public and 
private land managers to manage for the 
conservation of wildlife and habitat.

What is a refuge acquisition 
boundary?
It’s a line on a map within which the 
Service would be authorized to negotiate 
with willing sellers. The boundary itself 
does not give the Service any special 
jurisdiction or control over these lands.  
Lands become part of the Roanoke River 
NWR only when they are purchased 
from willing sellers or placed under 
agreements with willing participants.  
Some landowners may choose not to sell, 
and those landowners would continue 
to manage their lands as before. Others 
may choose to sell, donate, or enter into 
special agreements, and their lands are 
added to the refuge. These lands can 
then be managed for the conservation of 
wildlife and habitat.

What happens if my property is 
included in a refuge acquisition 
boundary  and I don’t want to sell?
Nothing. The Service will only purchase 
lands and conservation easements from 
willing sellers. You would be largely 
unaffected by the establishment of the 
new boundary. Even if refuge lands 

surround private property, legal access to 
the property would be maintained.

Will I be able to hunt, fish, hike and 
bird watch on lands acquired by the 
refuge?
Most likely. The Service gives priority 
consideration to six wildlife-dependent 
public uses on National Wildlife Refuges:  
hunting, fishing, wildlife observation, 
photography, environmental education, 
and interpretation. If these uses are 
determined to be compatible with refuge 
purposes, and funds are available to 
manage them, they would be allowed 
within the proposed refuge. During the 
planning process, lands proposed for 
acquisition would be evaluated for the 
priority recreational uses. Some areas 
could be open to all six uses, while few or 
no uses might be allowed on other areas 
of the refuge.

Would land use and zoning change 
within the refuge boundary?
Zoning and land use regulations would 
continue under the jurisdiction of the 
appropriate local government. The 
Fish and Wildlife Service would act as 
a landowner and manage only its own 
property, or property in which it acquires 
an interest. 

Can I still hunt, fish and farm on my 
property?
Your rights to hunt and fish on, and farm 
your property are not affected by its 
inclusion in the acquisition boundary.  
You can still use or lease your property 
for use by others. Current laws and 
regulations regarding hunting and fishing 
will still apply to your property.

How would tax revenues be affected 
if lands become part of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System?
The federal government does not pay 
property tax on land it owns, but two 
factors help offset this potential hardship 
to communities. First, refuge lands 
demand very little in the way of expensive 
services or infrastructure from local 
government and they generate tourism. 
Second, under the provisions of the 
Refuge Revenue Sharing Act (Public Law 
95-469), the Service annually provides 
payments to counties to compensate for 
revenue lost as a result of acquisition of 
private property. This law requires that 
payments be made to counties, for all 
land purchased by the Service in fee title.  
These payments will be based on the 
greatest of:

n	¾ of 1 percent of the fair market value, 
or

n	25 percent of 
the net receipts 
collected for 
products or 
services on the 
land, or

n 75 cents per 
acre.

Payments under 
this Act would 
be made only on 
lands which the 
Service acquires 
in fee title. On 
lands where the 
Service acquires 
only partial 
interest through 
easement, all 
taxes would 
remain the 
responsibility 
of the individual 
landowner.  
Assessments on 
Service owned 
lands will change 
just like the 
assessments on 

Bald eagle, by USFWS/Rock

your local tax rolls change. The Service 
reappraises the market value of these 
areas at least once every five years.  

Payment In Lieu of Taxes may also be 
paid to Counties on land that was public 
land before becoming part of the Refuge 
and had never been private land. It 
is calculated based on 25% of the net 
receipts collected from this public domain 
land. 

How would the refuge pay for the 
purchase of land?
The Service draws funding for land 
acquisition from several sources. The 
Migratory Bird Conservation Fund 
provides funding from the sale of 
duck stamps. The Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) is derived 
from the sale of offshore oil leases. The 
North American Wetlands Conservation 
Fund comes from Congressional 
appropriations, fines, penalties and 
forfeitures collected under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act and from federal 
fuel excise taxes on small gas engines 
collected under the Federal Aid in Sport 
Fish Restoration Act of 1950 and from 
interest on the Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act of 1937.

Contacts
Matt Connolly
Roanoke River NWR Manager
252/794 3808 ext. 105
matt_connolly@fws.gov 

Pam Wingrove
Project Planner
252/473 1132 ext. 246
pamala_wingrove@fws.gov

http://www.fws.gov/roanokeriver/

Great egret and chicks, by Mary Ellen Urbanski

Swainson’s warbler, by Laurie S. 
Johnson

Wild turkey, by Mark Buckler Photography

Wood duck, by Mark Buckler Photography
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-2 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Presentation by Jeremy McCargo of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission  

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-3 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Presentation by Jeremy McCargo of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission  

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  B-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Advertisement -- Current and Upcoming Board Vacancies  

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only; due to be 

advertised 11/9 in Bertie-Ledger 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes  

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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The Bertie County Board of Commissioners is accepting applications for the following openings on 

boards/commissions/committees.  Copies of the application to serve and appointment policy can be picked up at the 

County Manager’s Office, 106 Dundee Street, Windsor, NC 27983 and are also available on the web at 

www.co.bertie.nc.gov.   

Immediate Openings 

 Applications due by November 21, 2016 

 

Board/Commission/Committee  Positions Available Position Requirement 

Mid-East Commission   1   N/A 

 

Upcoming Appointments by Month 
 

 

March 2017 

 Applications due by February 20, 2017 

Board/Commission/Committee  Positions Available Position Requirement 

Planning Board    1   AT LARGE  

 

 

April 2017 

 Applications due by February 20, 2017 

Board/Commission/Committee  Positions Available Position Requirement 

Voluntary Agricultural District  2   Windsor I 

1 White’s 

1 Colerain II 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Approve minutes for Regular Session 10-24-16 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes  

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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  Windsor, North Carolina 

October 24, 2016 

Regular Meeting 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for their regularly scheduled meeting inside the 

Kelford Community Building located at 107 Broadway Street, Kelford, NC at 7:00PM.  The 

following members were present or absent: 

 

Present:  Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 

  Stewart White, District II 

Tammy A. Lee, District III 

John Trent, District IV 

     Ernestine (Byrd) Bazemore, District V 

 

Absent: None 

 

 

Staff Present:  County Manager Scott Sauer  

  Clerk to the Board Sarah S. Tinkham 

  Assistant County Attorney Jonathan Huddleston 

  Finance Officer William Roberson 

  Emergency Services Director Mitch Cooper 

   

   

 

Leslie Beachboard of the Bertie Ledger-Advance and Cal Bryant of the Roanoke-Chowan News 

Herald were present from the media. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Trent called the meeting to order and thanked those present for their attendance.   

 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   

Chairman Trent led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Norman Cherry, President of Bertie-Martin Community College, was present to notify the Board 

of a class currently in session for senior citizens wanting to learn basic computer skills.  

Additionally, he announced a 2-day class for those interested in receiving their concealed 

weapons permit.  The class is due to begin after Christmas.  The course fee is $70.  Anyone 

interested in the course is urged to contact Martin Community College. 

 

There were no other public comments. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
 
 

Hurricane Matthew – Storm Wrap Up by Emergency Services Director, Mitch Cooper 

 

Emergency Services Director, Mitch Cooper, provided a brief update about the procedures 

being following to recover from Hurricane Matthew.   

 

He also announced that as of Saturday, October 22nd, FEMA set up its Disaster Recovery 

Center inside the Council on Aging Building.  The Center will be open and taking 

applications until Sunday, October 30 th.   

 

Additionally, Mr. Cooper encouraged all citizens that were impacted by the flooding to 

please visit the Disaster Recovery Center early to fill out a funding application.   

 

All Commissioners commended Mr. Cooper for his response to the 2 recent flooding events, 

and also agreed that the sooner citizens applied for FEMA, the better.  

 

Then, Mr. Cooper addressed molding concerns and described it as the “biggest public health 

concern” following the catastrophic flooding.  It was recommended that everyone 

thoroughly inspect inside and underneath their homes for wet subflooring, duct work, 

insulation, etc.  If molding is discovered, or if conditions are right for mold to form, then 

citizens are urgently asked to contact the County or FEMA to begin receiving 

recommendations for removal. 

 

He mentioned that cleaning kits were available as well for the cleanup process.  

 

Lastly, Mr. Cooper responded to concerns regarding storm debris.  He announced that a 

Request for Proposals (RFP) process was due to begin in the near future to begin receiving 

bids for debris management.  All townships will also be included under the same RFP.  

 

Ms. Mardi Millons, Intergovernmental Affairs Agent with FEMA, was also present to 

answer questions.  She briefly discussed that a buy-out program was “rare,” and that it 

would most likely not occur “for a while,” and that the State of North Carolina would have 

“more of a say,” than FEMA about whether or not that would take place as a result of 

Hurricane Matthew. 
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Colerain Commissioner, Bill Harrell – generators for emergency shelters 

 

This matter was deferred to a future meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

There were no Board Appointments. 
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CONSENT AGENDA  

 

Upon review by Chairman Trent, Vice Chairman Bazemore made a MOTION to approve the 

Consent Agenda items below.  Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION 

PASSED unanimously.   

 

The Consent Agenda was approved as follows: 

 

1.  Minutes – Regular Session 10-6-16, Closed Session 10-6-16 

2.  Budget Amendment – #17-02 

3.  Tax Release Journal – August 2016 

4.  Commissioners Meeting Schedule -- 2017 
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DISCUSSION AGENDA 
 

Water District II – DWSRF Loan Resolution confirming offer and acceptance 

 

This item was recommended for approval. 
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Water District IV - DWSRF Loan Resolution confirming offer and acceptance 

 

 

This item was recommended for approval. 
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Water District IV – Resolution confirming offer and acceptance of Water 

Infrastructure Fund 

 

This item was recommended for approval.  
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Parks and Recreation Trust Fund contract grant agreement 

 

This item was recommended for approval. 

 

The contract grant agreement reads as follows: 
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Commissioner Wesson made a MOTION to approve Discussion Items D-1 to D-4.  Vice 

Chairman Bazemore SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.   
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COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

 

Commissioner Wesson commended all Bertie County employees for their dedication to the 

citizens of Bertie County during the two recent flood events.  He also encouraged the 

Planning/Inspections Department to find ways of alleviating some financial burdens for local 

business owners as they are trying to rebuild. 

 

Vice Chairman Bazemore forwarded various messages of good will from areas around North 

Carolina, including Gary Miggs, a Commissioner from Camden County.  She also thanked 

Reverend Dr. Ricky Banks of St. Stephen Missionary Baptist Church for their donation of 

bottled water and cleaning supplies.  She also requested that the County have representatives 

from Republic Services back to discuss various citizen concerns.  Lastly, she reported that if 

anyone has or notices blocked jeggings in their area to please call NCDOT with the address.  

NCDOT will be fixing full and blocked jeggings. 

 

Commissioner Lee thanked Kashi B. Hell, Found and Executive Director of Heritage Collegiate 

Leadership Academy (HCLA), for her hard work in collecting a significant number of donations 

for flood victims in Bertie County.   

 

Commissioner White encouraged the Board to form a Cashie River Flood Committee to discuss 

future response protocols for future storm events.  He also commented all first responders as well 

as volunteers for stepping up during their community’s time of need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

 

Per a question from Commissioner White, County Manager Sauer discussed the latest efforts to 

reopen the Lawrence Memorial Library in Windsor.  Mr. Sauer reported that the Library had just 

about dried out from Tropical Storm Julia when Hurricane Matthew made its way into Eastern 
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North Carolina.  He stated that all books and computers were still in storage, but that the building 

was in need of repair before it could be reopened.  He also noted that he had already received 

over $100,000 in cleaning bill costs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORTS 

 

 

The County Attorney gave no remarks at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Randy Cherry of Aulander was present to share his concerns regarding his potential place of 

business down on the Cashie River in Windsor.  He stated that he had concerns with the County 

permitting process, and the costs that could potentially be required to get the building up to code 

since over half of it was damaged by flooding. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Chairman Trent adjourned the meeting at 8:00PM.   
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______________________________ 

                     John Trent, Chairman 

 

 

 

_________________________________   

Sarah S. Tinkham, Clerk to the Board 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-2 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Register of Deeds Fees Report – October 2016 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-3 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  “Raising Bertie” Public Showing Event at Bertie High School Auditorium, and 

facility use agreement 
 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval.   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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Certification of Understanding-Use of Facilities 

I hereby certify that I have reviewed and understand the requirements listed below, 

that must be met prior to my use of facilities owned and/or operated by Bertie 

County Schools: 

1. Facility Use/Event Liability Insurance: Applicants who request 

facilities for activities that involve a reasonably foreseeable risk of bodily 

injury to participate and/or observers will be required to obtain minimum 

general liability insurance coverage of one million dollars (1,000,000). In no 

case shall the Board be liable for personal injury suffered by reason of use of 

school property under an agreement made pursuant to this policy. Applicants 

who are approved to open and close the facility shall obtain a minimum of one 

million (1,000,000) in property insurance to cover any property damage 

arising from the applicant’s use of the facility. The applicant will be required 

to submit a certificate of insurance. 

2. Security: As determined by the superintendent at least two (2) policemen 

must be in attendance at all evening auditorium performances unless other 

arrangements for security are made and approved by the principal. The 

applicant will be responsible for payment of any fees charged by security 

agencies. 

3. Custodial Fees: Custodial Fees are $25.00 per hour per custodian unless it 

is a weekend event.  All charges must be paid to Bertie County Schools at 

least five (5) days prior to the intended use of the facilities. 

4. Normal fees for operation of facility (utilities, etc.):  

A. School-related organizations, including, but not limited to, the community 

schools program, adult education sponsored by the board in cooperation 

with various community colleges, after-school programs, and parent-

teacher organizations or associations. These organizations shall be given 

priority over non-related school organizations. There is no charge except 

for personnel as required by the principal.  

B. Non-profit organized recreational groups, including, but not limited to, 

church leagues and YMCA. There is a charge for personnel as required by 

the principal, in addition to maintenance and utility fees when facilities 

are used for two or more consecutive days. 

C. Community-oriented organizations, civic groups, private non-profit 

groups, churches, governmental agencies. There is a charge for personnel 

as required by the principal, in addition to non-profit rental charges. 
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D. Commercial profit-making businesses, organizations, or individuals; 

groups, organizations or individuals wishing to use the facilities for large 

gatherings (including, but not limited to, weddings, receptions, banquets 

and family reunions). This category includes any business, organization or 

individual selling a product or providing a service for a fee. There is a 

charge for personnel as required by the principal, in addition to for-profit 

rental charges. 

5. All requirements must be met no later than 10 days prior to the 

event. 

USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES AND FEE SCHEDULE 

A. Purpose 

This regulation provides a schedule of procedures, fees, and regulations for 

community use of school facilities. 

 

B. Responsibilities 

1. The superintendent shall submit to the board of education a schedule 

of fees for non-school use of facilities by July of each year. As needed, 

the superintendent shall periodically recommend to the board revisions 

to this schedule of fees. Such fees are intended to offer part of the cost 

of the use being made of the facility.  No attempt is made to recover the 

total cost of the operation when use is for non-profit purposes. 

2. An application form is required in every instance of non-school use of 

facilities. If a use of fee is collected, a copy of the application and the 

fee is sent to the superintendent for Financial Services. 

3. All facilities use fees collected are deposited to the Local Current 

Expense Fund. 

4. The principal is responsible for reporting all non-school use of school 

facilities. This report is to be submitted on a quarterly basis (end of 

September, December, March, and June) to the superintendent or 

designee. 

5. The superintendent shall submit an annual report of Use of School 

Facilities to the Bertie County Board of Education by July 15th of each 

year. 
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C. Community Use of School Facilities Fee Schedule 

  Elementary 

School 

(per hr.) 

Middle 

School 

(per hr.) 

High School 

 

(per hr.) 

Classroom Group I $10.00 $20.00 $20.00 

 Group II $15.00 $25.00 $25.00 

 

Media Center Group I $20.00 $30.00 $30.00 

 Group II $25.00 $35.00 $35.00 

 

Kitchen Group I $20.00 $50.00 $50.00 

 Group II $25.00 $75.00 $75.00 

 

Cafeteria Group I $50.00 $60.00 $60.00 

Seats 300 Group II $60.00 $70.00 $70.00 

 

Gymnasium Group I $40.00 $75.00 $75.00 

Seats 1000 Group II $65.00 $85.00 $85.00 

 

Auditorium Group I   $100.00 

Seats 500 Group II   $175.00  

     
  ***Group I – Nonprofit 

                     ***Group II – Profit  

 

           Technical Support - $75.00 per hour  
 Custodial Fees – 1 Custodian per 100 people 

           

Monday through Friday – regular hours $25.00 per hour 

Saturdays  $27.50 per hour plus benefits 

Sundays  $35.00 per hour plus benefits 

Holidays  $50.00 per hour plus benefits 

 

Football Field – No lights    $25.00 per hour 

Football Field – With lights    $40.00 per hour 

 

Baseball Field – No lights    $25.00 per hour 

Baseball Field – With lights    $35.00 per hour 

 

Softball Field – No lights    $25.00 per hour 

 

There will be a minimum of 2 hours for usage of schools. 
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There will be an additional charge of $10.00 for use of any scoreboard when 

the gym or fields are rented. 
 

There will be a fee of $75.00 per hour for school personnel to operate lights 

and sound system in auditorium. 

 

 Note: 

1. Any use that extends beyond three hours at one time will be charged at a 

rate of $30.00 per additional hour. 

2. All rentals require the employment of a school custodian for the period 

extending from 30 minutes prior to the start of rental period to 1 hour 

beyond. The salary of that custodian shall be paid by the school district 

and charge to the rentee at the employee’s actual hourly rate plus 

retirement and social security costs. If overtime is involved, this amount 

will be multiplied by 1.5. 

3. Facility rentals that include kitchen rentals require the use of a food 

service worker for a period extending from 30 minutes prior to the start of 

the rental period to 1 hour beyond. The salary of the food service worker 

shall be paid by the school district and charged up the rentee at the rate of 

$10.00 per hour. 

 Effective: 

 Signed this ______ day of _____________________, 20_______________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________                                 ____________________________________                                                       

                              Signature of Applicant/Representative                                                                          Date  

         

Any group desiring to use a school facility should make application in the office of the school 

principal of the facility desired at least 15 days prior to the date of the intended use. The 

principal or designee shall be responsible for deciding who may use the local facilities and for 

setting the date and time of such usage subject to board policy. Applications must be signed 

by an authorized representative of the organization who is 18 years of age or older. In the 

case of an individual user, the individual must be 18 years of age or older. An agreement to 

use school facilities may be canceled by either the user or appropriate school official for good 

cause provided 5 days’ notice is given to the other party. 
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BERTIE COUNTY SCHOOLS 

BERTIE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 

CONTRACT FOR NON-SCHOOL USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 

 

Request is hereby made for the use of____________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                               (Name of Facility)  

 by _______________________________ on ______________________ at _____________ 

  (Lessee)                   (Date)                (Time)  

                  

The purpose for which facility is being requested is ___________________________ 

 

 IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED THAT: 

 

1. The program conforms with the Board of Education policy and is 

primarily for community use. Lessee agrees to abide by Rules Governing 

Facility Use established by the Board.      

 

2. Use of facility will not violate North Carolina or federal law. 

 

3. A school representative will open and close the building and remain in 

the building or on site during the activity. 

 

4. Any alterations to electrical, structural, or other building features are 

prohibited except as approved in writing and supervised by the Director 

of Maintenance. 

 

5. All operation of kitchens, stage, lighting, and building sound systems will 

be by a trained person approved in advance by the principal. This service 

(not included in the rental price) will be at a rate of $________ per hour 

per operator, per rehearsal or performance. 

 

6. Sufficient, reliable ushers will be provided as needed at each performance 

by lessee. 

 

7. Damages beyond normal wear will be paid for immediately by lessee. 

 

8. Concessions may be sold only with principal’s approval. (Drinks are 

prohibited in auditorium and gymnasiums.) 
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9. Smoking shall not be permitted in any school buildings. 

 

10. Consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages is strictly prohibited in 

school facilities or on school property. 

 

11. Non-school property shall be immediately removed following any facility 

use. 

 

12. The lessee assumes responsibility for personal loss or bodily harm 

resulting from or related to rehearsal, performance, or any other activity. 

The need for insurance shall be determined by the superintendent or 

designee. Evidence of appropriate liability coverage shall be presented 

when the contract is executed. 

 

13. At least two (2) policemen must be in attendance at all evening 

auditorium performances unless other arrangements for security are 

made and approved by the principal in advance.  It will be the 

responsibility of each administrator to indicate security needs when 

appropriate.  The lessee will be responsible for payment of any fees 

charged by security agencies.  

 

14.  At least two (2) fire fighters shall be in attendance at all performances in 

auditoriums, if, by the nature of the program and/or if materials being 

used in the program are deemed to be of hazardous nature.  The principal 

shall make this determination.  Arrangements and payment for the fire 

fighters shall be made with the local firefighting agency.   

 

15. The agreement may be canceled by either the lessee or an appropriate 

school official for good cause provided 5 days’ notice is given to the party. 

This provision may be amended only by mutual agreement of the parties. 

If no good cause is shown for cancellation, the lessee shall forfeit fifty 

percent (50%) of the rental fee or other charges. 

 

16.  NC General Statue 14-208 prohibits anyone required to register as a sex 

offender under the Article 27A of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes 

from knowingly being on the premises of any school.  This prohibition 

applies to persons required to register under Article 27A who have 

committed any offense in Article 7A of Chapter 14 or any offense where 
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the victim of the offense was under the age of 16 years at the time of the 

offense.   

 

I, _______________________________ representing __________________ hereby 

affix my signature to this contract as a guarantee to uphold and adhere to all 

stipulations herein contained and agree to pay the scheduled fees for the use 

of this facility. 

 

This contract is entered into this _______ day of _______________________, 

_________.  In keeping with our good faith, I hereby submit a check for 

$_________ to the Bertie County Board of Education. The balance of sum due 

will be paid at least five (5) days prior to the intended use for which the 

facility has been contracted under this agreement. 

 

Signed   ___________________________________      _______________________                                      

                  (Authorized Representative of Lessee)                        (Group or Organization)                                                               

 

_________________________________________ 
                                                 (Date) 

 

Signed________________________________________________ 

         (for Bertie County Board of Education) 

 

 

 

 

 

Effective: August 5, 2014 
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41



 

ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-4 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Revised Agreement for Regional Back-Up PSAP 

 
 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval.   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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Amendment to Inter-local Agreement with Bertie County            November 16, 2016 

Concerning the Martin County Regional PSAP 

 

 

Background: 

 

The NC 911 Board has awarded a grant of $4,315,437 to Martin County to fund the construction 

of a new Martin County 9-1-1 Communications Center (also referred to as PSAP or “Public 

Safety Answering Point”) building, which will also serve as a back-up and training facility for 

Bertie County Communications.  The grant also provides funding for the procurement and 

installation of Next Generation 9-1-1 technologies that will ensure 9-1-1 is meeting the needs of 

all its citizens. 

 

Since the original grant application and award, we have also communicated with Pasquotank 

County about participating in the regional PSAP.  These conversations are ongoing. 

 

The grant award involves the relocation of the Martin County 9-1-1 Communications Center to a 

county-owned site at 1560 Prison Camp Road.  As aforementioned, the new 9-1-1 Center in 

Martin County will also be the back-up and training facility for Bertie County (and possibly 

Pasquotank County). The current Martin County 9-1-1 Communications Center will be 

maintained as a back-up facility for Martin County.   

 

The grant application requested $5,753,916.58. The 911 Board approved a grant of $4,315,437. 

The Martin County Board of Commissioners approved the acceptance of the grant on September 

14, 2016.   

 

 

Summary: 

 

The inter-local agreement was adopted in its original form by the Martin County Board of 

Commissioners on May 18, 2016 and by the Bertie County Board of Commissioners on May 23, 

2016.   

 

The NC 911 Board approved a grant of $4,315,437 for this project at its August 26, 2016 

meeting.  The NC 911 Board also placed certain conditions on the grant; namely, a 10-year 

clawback provision if Bertie County terminates the inter-local agreement. 

 

The attached amendment to the inter-local agreement acknowledges this requirement.  It includes 

an increase in the original term of the agreement from five years to ten years.  Additionally, the 

following language is included:   

 

“…Martin County assumes all risks in regards to the 10-year clawback provision required 

by the 911 Board. “ 

The Board of Commissioners is asked to approve the attached amendment to the agreement. 

 

 

Attachment: 
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INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT 

MARTIN COUNTY REGIONAL 

PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINT (PSAP) 

 

Original – executed May 23, 2016 

Amended – _________________ 
 

 
This Agreement, effective as of ____________, 2016, made and first entered into by 

and among the undersigned governmental jurisdictions to include the County of Martin and the 

County of Bertie.  

 

WHEREAS, in December 2015, the Martin County Board of Commissioners approved a 

resolution authorizing a joint application for a back-up 911 Center with Bertie County; and  

 

WHEREAS, in January 2016, the Bertie County Board of Commissioners approved a 

similar resolution; and  

 

WHERAS, This proposal would include: 

 

 The relocation of the Martin County Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) 
facility; 

 The new facility would be a back-up facility for Bertie County; and  

 The current Martin County Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) facility 
would be maintained as a back-up facility for the new Martin County 911 
Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) facility. 

 

WHEREAS, Martin and Bertie Counties jointly funding a feasibility study to support this 

application; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mission Critical Partners was the chosen consultant to conduct the feasibility 

study; and 

 

WHEREAS, the feasibility study was completed in April 2016 and the study found that a 

regional backup Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) facility would benefit the citizens of both 

Bertie and Martin Counties; and 

 

WHEREAS, this inter-local agreement was adopted in its original form by the Martin 

County Board of Commissioners on May 18, 2016 and by the Bertie County Board of 

Commissioners on May 23, 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, Martin County submitted a grant application for the regional PSAP to the NC 
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911 Board in June of 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, the NC 911 Board approved a grant of $4,315,437 for this project at its 

August 26, 2016 meeting; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NC 911 Board placed certain conditions on the grant; namely, a 10-year 

clawback provision if Bertie County terminates the inter-local agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the undersigned governmental jurisdictions wish to agree to the 

establishment and maintenance of a regional Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP), to be 

hereafter known as “Martin County Regional PSAP"; and 

 

WHEREAS, the establishment of such PSAP will provide improved police, fire and 

emergency medical service communications within the boundaries of Martin County and 

provide state-of-the-art back-up police, fire and emergency medical service communications for 

Bertie County, together with such other jurisdictions as may hereafter contract with the 

undersigned for back-up communications facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the establishment and maintenance of such PSAP will be of substantial 

benefit to the citizens of the undersigned governmental jurisdictions and the public in general;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, as an exercise of the police power and authority granted by the 

Constitution and laws of the State of North Carolina, and in consideration of the mutual terms, 

covenants and conditions set forth herein, it is hereby agreed and covenanted among the 

undersigned as follows:  

 

 

1.0 PURPOSE:    
This Intergovernmental Agreement to establish the Martin County Regional PSAP contains the 

following organizational objectives:   

 

1.1 To promote the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens throughout Martin and 

Bertie Counties.  To that end, the parties wish to continually improve procedural 

efficiency and technical capabilities of emergency call-taking, emergency call processing, 

and all emergency response communications.  

 

1.2   To design and build a facility with a “last building standing” mindset. 

 

1.3 To include redundant and diverse systems to maximize fault-tolerance and resiliency. 
 
1.4  To help prepare the organizations for Next Generation 9-1-1 technologies. 
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1.5 To provide a new, state-of-the-art facility for Martin County. 
 
1.6 To provide a state-of-the-art facility as a back-up facility for Bertie County. 

 

 

2.0 DEFINITIONS:   
As used in this Agreement the following words and phrases shall have the meanings indicated 

unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 

 

2.1 "PSAP" (Public Safety Answering Point) shall mean the facility housing the equipment 

and personnel that provide 9-1-1 call answering, processing and dispatching services. 

 

2.2 "9-1-1 Services" shall mean those services and equipment to answer 9-1-1 calls on a 24-

hours-per-day basis. 

 

2.3  “Other Services” shall mean services related to emergency service or jurisdictional 

communications provision, such as administrative call-taking.    

. 

 

2.4 "E9-1-1" (Enhanced 9-1-1) shall mean the emergency communications system which 

connects the public to emergency response. 

 

2.5 "Participants" shall mean the parties to this Agreement and such other entities as 

become parties in the future.   

 

2.6 “Martin County Regional PSAP " shall mean collectively the parties to this Agreement in 

their capacity as providers and/or receivers of 9-1-1 services; or, as the context may 

require, the system of providing such services; or the facility housing the countywide 9-

1-1 operations.  

 

 

3.0 MARTIN COUNTY COMMUNICATIONS:  
The parties agree that Martin County, through operational funding as established in Section 9, 

will maintain a Communications Department, which will operate the Martin County Regional 

PSAP.  Martin County will provide the backbone structure to provide important and necessary 

services such as facilities maintenance, budget/finance, legal, risk management and 

procurement.  The Martin County Telecommunications Manager and all employees of the 

Martin County Regional PSAP will be Martin County employees, subject to all Martin County 

personnel policies and procedures.     
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4.0 PROGRAMMING AND CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITY:    
Martin County and Bertie County will pursue a grant from the NC 911 Board for the 

construction and equipment of the facility.  Martin County will be the primary applicant.  Other 

uses of the land and the building to be used for the Martin County Regional PSAP may also be 

considered.  Construction or renovation of the Regional PSAP and other related capital costs 

not covered by 9-1-1 grant / fees will be based upon appropriations made at the discretion of 

the Martin County Board of Commissioners. 

 

The Martin County Regional PSAP will include at least the following:  (1)  dispatch area, (2) 

Director and supervisor administrative offices, technology specialist offices, clerical office 

space, (3) radio/recording/CAD/9-1-1 technology equipment rooms, (4) storage for inventory, 

supplies and records, (5) locker room, (6) bathroom/shower facilities, (7) kitchen, (8) 

lunch/break room, (9) training area, and (10) multi-purpose classroom/conference room.    

 

Martin County agrees that the existing Communications Centers or other suitable facilities will 

be available as a backup center in the event that the Martin County Regional PSAP employees 

must evacuate the primary Martin County Regional PSAP.  This will not preclude Martin County 

from utilizing this space for other purposes, with the understanding that the space must be 

secured, maintained, accessible and activated as needed under the primary purpose and use as 

the Martin County Regional PSAP’s alternate/back-up/overflow site.  This site may also be used 

for dispatch training purposes.   

   

 

5.0   FUNDING:   

 

5.1   Capital:  Capital costs will include start-up costs associated with building & equipping 

Martin County Regional PSAP, to include such things as land acquisition, programming, 

designing and constructing the facility, computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) for multi-

jurisdictional use, dispatch Center furnishings & equipment not funded through 9-1-1 

surcharge, in-building circuitry, grounding, HVAC (heating ventilation and air 

conditioning), electrical, cable pathways, cabling for radio, CAD, 9-1-1 equipment (CPE), 

local area network (LAN) and future networks, systems networking & connection needs 

(911 & other phone lines, radio, CAD, NCIC) to Martin County Regional PSAP, with built-

in redundancy.    

 

Martin County and Bertie County will pursue a grant from the NC 911 Board for the 

construction and equipment of the facility.  Martin County will be the primary applicant.   

 

Martin County will provide additional funding for Capital costs as authorized by Martin 

County Board of Commissioners.   
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5.2   Operational:  Martin County will be fully responsible for the operational cost of the 

Martin County Regional PSAP.  An average operational daily cost (to include utility and 

facility maintenance costs) will be determined annually by Martin County.  This will be 

determined by September 1st of each year for the prior July 1st – June 30th fiscal year. In 

the event that Bertie County utilizes the Martin County Regional PSAP for back-up 

services, training or any other use, Bertie County will reimburse Martin County for 50% 

of the average daily operational costs (to include utility and facility maintenance costs) 

for each day (or portion thereof) that Bertie County uses the Martin County Regional 

PSAP.  For the first year of operation, $50 will be used as the “average operational daily 

cost”. 

 

 

6.0 EQUIPMENT:   
Equipment and furnishings for the PSAP shall be purchased in Martin County’s name and be the 

property of Martin County.  The purchase and maintenance of all equipment necessary to 

receive calls, radio transmissions, and data at the locations (or vehicles) of participating 

jurisdictions will be the responsibility of the jurisdictions.  The parties may engage in 

cooperative purchasing activities, including but not limited to use of North Carolina State 

Contracts.   

 

Martin County and the participating jurisdictions will cooperate together and with local, state 

and federal agencies in order to maximize interoperability and economies of scale, grant-

funding, and other means to reduce costs for equipment and operations.  The Martin County 

and Bertie County Telecommunications Managers will develop uniform standards for a multi-

jurisdictional Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system with expandable ports for multiple 

interfaces such as Records Management System (RMS), Fire Reporting, EMS Reporting and 

message switching for MDTs or other data-sharing interfaces.  Each jurisdiction will be 

responsible for purchasing and maintaining its own records/data management module and 

related CAD interface.  Access to internal CAD information via the internet may also be an 

option, and will be funded by each participating jurisdiction.  All participating jurisdictions, 

including those jurisdictions electing not to purchase separate modules and interfaces, will have 

access to their jurisdiction’s call counts and calls for service CAD data upon request to the 

Center.   

 

 

7.0  DURATION OF AGREEMENT -  WITHDRAWAL:  
The initial duration of this Agreement shall be for a period of five (5) ten (10) years from the 

date hereof and thereafter shall be automatically extended for consecutive two (2) year periods 

unless terminated by the parties.  In the event that any party desires to withdraw from this 

Agreement, said party must give 12 months’ advance written notice to the other parties, and 

the withdrawal shall take effect only as of the beginning of the succeeding fiscal year of the 

County, unless otherwise agreed between the parties.  (By way of example and not in 
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limitation, if notice is delivered later than the end of business June 30 of a given year, the 

Agreement shall continue until the end of the following fiscal year.  Notice delivered June 30, 

2017, equals withdrawal June 30, 2018.  Notice given July 1, 2017, or later, equals withdrawal 

June 30, 2019.) 

 

Additionally, Martin County assumes all risks in regards to the 10-year clawback provision 

required by the 911 Board.  

 

8.0 ADMISSION OF NEW JURISDICTIONS:   
Additional jurisdictions may become participants by written addendum to this Agreement, with 

the approval of the majority of participating governing bodies, with terms and conditions as 

agreed upon.   

 

 

9.0 MEDIATION:   
Any controversy between the members with regard to the application or interpretation of this 

may be submitted for mediation.  Upon failure of mediation, each party reserves all rights and 

remedies otherwise available under North Carolina law.   

 

 

10.0 RESPONSIBILITY FOR LOSS:   
Each participating jurisdiction agrees to be responsible and assume the risk of liability for its 

own wrongful and/or negligent acts or omissions, or those of its officers, agents, or employees 

to the extent that liability exists.   

 

 

11.0 SEVERABILITY:  
Should any part of the Agreement be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 

invalid, illegal or against public policy, said offending section shall be void and of no effect, and 

shall not render any other section herein, nor this Agreement as a whole, invalid.  Those rights 

and obligations under this Agreement, which by their nature should survive, shall remain in 

effect after termination, suspension or expiration hereof.   

 

 

12.0 EXECUTION:   
This Agreement, or amendments hereto, shall be executed on behalf of each participating 

jurisdiction by its duly authorized representative and pursuant to an appropriate motion, 

resolution or ordinance of each participating jurisdiction.  This Agreement, or any amendment 

thereto, shall be deemed adopted upon the date of execution by the last so authorized 

representative. 
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13.0 SIGNATURES:   
Each party to this Agreement shall sign a signature page to constitute valid execution.   

 

 

14.0 ENTIRE AGREEMENT:   
This document encompasses the entire Agreement of the members.  No understanding or 

amendment, addendum, or addition to this Agreement shall be effective unless made in writing 

and signed by all members. 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       John Trent, Chairman 

Bertie County Board of Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

________________________________ 

Bertie County Clerk to the Board 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Ronnie Smith, Chairman 

Martin County Board of Commissioners 

 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________ 

Martin County Clerk to the Board 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-5 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Tax Release Journal –  September 2016 

 
 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval.   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-6 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Council on Aging 

 

SUBJECT:  Council on Aging – General Purpose Agreement FY2016-2017 

 

 
 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval.   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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STATE APPROPRIATION FOR SENIOR CENTERS THROUGH 

THE 2016 SESSION OF THE  
NC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 
 
 

SENIOR CENTER GENERAL PURPOSE FUNDING 
 
 

FY 2016-2017 APPLICATION PACKET 
 
 

NAME/ADDRESS AREA AGENCY ON AGING 
 
 
 
 

Name/Address of Provider and County 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mid-East Commission Area Agency reserves the right to request additional 
information, references, to accept or reject any or all proposals to waive technicalities, to 
accept proposals in whole or in part, and to award a contract(s) which, in the opinion of 
the grantee, best serves the older adults. 
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SENIOR CENTER GENERAL PURPOSE FUNDING 
 

Introduction and Instructions 
 

The Mid-East Commission Area Agency is pleased to announce the 
availability of funds for use by senior centers to support and develop 
programming and general operations or to construct, renovate, or 
maintain senior center facilities.  $1,265,316 in general purpose funding 
was allocated for senior centers for the current fiscal year.   This funding is 
allocated to the Area Agencies on Aging for distribution to the centers 
within the region which provide full time programs or will utilize the 
funding to develop full time programs.   Across the state162 senior centers 
or developing senior centers will be funded. 

 
The Division of Aging and Adult Services has worked hard to enhance and 
expand the statewide certification process for senior centers with standards 
that encourage centers across the state to strive for levels of ‘merit’ or 
‘excellence’.  An intent of the certification process has been to increase base 
funding for those who have successfully completed the process.  This 
ensures that funding is being well spent on readily identifiable programs 
and services and provides an incentive for centers that make investments to 
meet certification requirements.  Therefore in order to provide an incentive 
to work toward certification, and to reward those who achieve it, the 
Division has decided to fund senior centers equally, based upon their 
certification status.  Centers of Merit will receive two shares of the funding 
of non-certified centers and Centers of Excellence will receive three times 
the funding of non-certified centers.  The objectives for this year are to: 
 

 Allocate funding equally to every center, based upon certification 
status; 

 Require documentation and accountability for the use of funding, 
and; 

 Provide incentives for centers to improve themselves through 
certification. 

 
Again this year it has been decided to divide the annual appropriation into 
shares based on the total number of senior centers as determined by the 
Area Agencies on Aging plus extra shares for each senior center which 
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meets certification status.  Uncertified, identified centers will receive one 
share. 

 
For FY 2016-2017, total funding available to the counties in Region Q will 
amount to $53,166.  Effective period: July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017. 
 
Your center is eligible to receive: 
 
FY 16-17 Senior Center General Purpose Funding $__$3,625__ 
  Local Match (25%)    $__$1,208__ 
  TOTAL      $__$4,833__ 

 
It is the responsibility of the applicant to certify the availability of the local 
match.  The funds require a 25% local match.  The funds must be spent first 
before reimbursed and before June 30, 2017.   Therefore, projected June 
expenditures must be reported with May services reported in June 
otherwise the unutilized portion of your allocation will revert to the state. 
 
Application submissions should include: 
 

(1) A completed description of proposed activities (add additional 
pages as needed). 

(2) Certification of the availability of local match. 
(3) A budget for senior center general purpose activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

63



 
APPLICATION FOR SENIOR CENTER GENERAL PURPOSE FUNDING 

 
Applicant Information 
 

Date:__10/31/2016___ 
 
Project Name:______Bertie County Council on Aging Senior Center___ 
 
Name of Project Director:_____Venita C. Thompson_________________ 
 
Telephone Number:__252-794-5315_______FAX:___252-794-5351_____ 
 
E-Mail:__venita.thompson@bertie.nc.gov_________________________ 
 
Name and Address of Applicant:__Bertie County Council on Aging Senior 
Center, 103 W. School Street, Windsor, NC  27983___________ 
 
Type of Agency Applying: Private-Non-Profit__________________ 
     Public_________X___________________ 
 
Location of Project:________Bertie County________________________ 

(county) 
 

ASSURANCES  
 

Bertie County Council on Aging Senior Center (hereinafter referred to as “Subgrantee”) 
HEREBY AGREES THAT it will comply with all Federal statutes relating to 
nondiscrimination.  These include but are not limited to: (a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or 
national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 
U.S.C.  1681-1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex; 
and (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. 794), which 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps. 

 
___________________________________                  _______________ 
Signature and Title of Authorized Official     Date 
[e.g., Director, Board Chairman]  
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CERTIFICATION OF THE AVAILABILITY OF REQUIRED NON-FEDERAL 
MATCH FOR SENIOR CENTER GENERAL PURPOSE FUNDING 

 
It is understood that the following required 25 percent non-federal match 
will be used to match Senior Center General Purpose funds in FY 16-17 and 
will not be used to match any other federal or state funds during the 
contract period.   
 
The provider shall expend the award in keeping with the attached project 
description indicating how funding will be utilized.  Funding will not be 
disbursed until this application is received and approved by the Area 
Agency on Aging.  The contractor shall make a final report indicating how 
funding was utilized in a format provided by the Area Agency on Aging. 
 
 

FY 16-17          Example only: 

Budget Request $______3,625_______________     non certified center: $4,069 

 
Required 25% Match $__1,208___________________     divided by .75=$5,425 
         [Total projected budget] 

 

Total FY 16-17       $5,425 minus $4,069=  
Projected Budget  $______4,833_______________       $1,356 [local match] 

(up to the amount of the grant) 
 
 
Authorized Signature:_____________________________________________ 
 
Title:____________________________________________________ 
 
Date:_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR CENTER GENERAL PURPOSE PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
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1. Senior Center to receive funding:__Bertie County Council on Aging 
Senior Center___________________________ 

 
2. Amount of 

funding:_____$4,833______________________________________ 
 
3. Area served by Senior Center:_____Bertie County______________ 
 

 
4. Describe how the funding will be spent: 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation     $1,000 
 COA Incentive Items      $   700 
 Older Americans Month Activities   $   600 
 Senior Citizens’ Prom     $   900 
 Refinishing Gym Floor     $1,000 
 Senior Citizens’ Christmas Luncheon   $   633 
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STATE APPROPRIATIOINS FOR SENIOR CENTER BUDGET INFORMATION 
STATE FISCAL YEAR 2016-17 

 
Organization Name:____Bertie County Council on Aging_________________ 
 
Senior Center Name:_Bertie County Council on Aging Senior Center_______ 
 
Address:___103 W. School Street, Windsor, NC  27983___________________ 
 
Period Covered:__07/01/2016 – 06/30/2017____ Date Prepared:__10/31/2016__ 
 
OBJECTS OF EXPENDITURE    AMOUNT 
 
Salary and Fringe Benefits    $_________________ 
 
Supplies/Other Operating Costs         
       $____3,833_________ 
 
Equipment      $_________________ 
 
Capital Outlay (Real Estate, Construction, 
Renovation)      $____1,000_________ 
 
Other ________________________  $_________________ 
 
TOTAL BUDGET (Including local match)  $____4,833_________ 
(Up to grant amount, only) 
 
 
Each organization that receives, uses or expends any state funds shall use or expend the funds 
only for the purposes for which they were appropriated by the General Assembly or collected 
by the State.  State funds include federal funds that flow through the state.  If the contractor is a 
governmental entity, such entity is subject to the provisions of the requirements of OMB Circular 
A-133 and the NC Single Audit Implementations Act of 1987.  If the Contractor is a non-
governmental entity, such entity is subject to the provisions of G.S. 143-6.2.  Additionally, any 
non-governmental entity except a for-profit corporation is subject to the provisions of OMB 
Circular A-133. 

 
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE:_________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:________________________________DATE:_____________________ 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-7 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Finance 

 

SUBJECT:  Budget Amendment #17-03 

 

 
 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval.   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Review of Tax Appeals: 

a) Coastal Medical Transport by Tim Bazemore, Jr. 

b) Southern Band Tuscarora Indian Tribe by Marilyn Mejorado 

c) Kelford Owner, LLC. - FYI only, formal appeal will be presented at a later 

meeting 
 

 

 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY COMMENTS MADE ON JUNE 1, 2015:  

 

Business Personal Property Tax update regarding taxpayer appeals and a review of the 

applicable General Statutes by County Attorney, Lloyd Smith 

 

County Attorney Smith updated the Board on his latest findings regarding business personal 

property taxes and the pending appeal process. 

 

County Attorney Smith directed the Board to various NC General Statutes including N.C.G.S. 

105-312(k) Power to Compromise states that, “after a tax receipt [is] computed and prepared as 

required…the board of county commissioners, upon the petition of the taxpayer, may 

compromise, settle, or adjust the county’s claim for taxes arising therefrom.”   

 

 

NCGS 105-308 states “any person whose duty it is to list any property who willfully fails 
or refuses to list the same within the time prescribed by law shall be guilty of a Class 2 
misdemeanor.  The failure to list is shall be prima facie evidence that the failure was 
willful.”   
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NCGS 105-312 (f) states “When property is discovered and listed to a taxpayer in any 
year, it shall be presumed that it should have been listed by the same taxpayer for the 
preceding five years unless the taxpayer shall produce satisfactory evidence that the 
property was not in existence, that it was actually listed for taxation, or that is was not 
his duty to list the property during those years….” 
 
NCGS 105-348 states “All persons who have or who may acquire any interest in any real 
or personal property that may be or may become subject to a lien for taxes are hereby 
charged with notice that such property is or should be listed for taxation…………..”  The 
statute continues by clarifying that “this notice shall be conclusively presumed, whether 
or not such persons have actual notice.”    

 

In other words, ignorance of the law is not an allowable defense. 

Mr. Smith stated that the Board did have the power to compromise on various debts owed by 

citizens to the County, but that there are currently no guidelines set forth in the State statutes on 

how and when to compromise the tax or penalty.   

 

County Attorney Smith shared his review of leading NC property tax scholar William 

Campbell’s article entitled, “Compromised Taxes on Discovered Property, An Unconstitutional 

Statute?”, and it was Mr. Smith’s conclusion that to proceed with compromising on these taxes 

would be unconstitutional and deprive deligent taxpayers who had listed property properly of 

their due process protection under the Constitution.   

 

County Attorney Smith then presented his concerns from a legal standpoint regarding such 

practice and cautioned that under the law, it is a crime to not list taxes, and that it would present 

a disadvantage to those citizens who paid their outstanding taxes without complaint. 

 

Lastly, County Attorney Smith stated that the Board could move forward if they desired, but that 

he strongly urged the County to draft strict rules regarding their power to compromise. 

 

Chairman Wesson thanked Mr. Smith for his evaluation and stated that he did not believe it 

would be the wisest decision to pursue this matter further as Commissioners might be held 

individually liable in a court of law. 

 

The Board concurred. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:   

June 1, 2015 – County Attorney Lloyd Smith presented various statutes and commentary 

regarding business personal property audits. 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-2 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Hurricane Matthew Grant – Staffing Request  

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-3 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  NC Coastal Land Trust correspondence  

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-4 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Structural Evaluation – resident near new BHS (1 of 3) received  

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-5 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Blue Jay Park Trail – Grant Update  

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  November 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-6 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Update on recreation master plan and site visit to Currituck County YMCA 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval.   

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes    

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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