
Windsor, North Carolina 

July 1, 2013 

Regular Meeting 

 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for a regular meeting at 10:00 AM in the 

Commissioners Room with the following members present or absent: 

 

  Present:  J. Wallace Perry, Chairman 

Charles L. Smith, Vice-Chairman  

     Rick Harrell  

     John Trent 

     Ronald Wesson      

 

  Absent:   None 

   

  Staff Present:  Interim County Manager John Whitehurst 

     Assistant County Manager Misty J. Gibbs 

       

Chairman Perry opened the meeting. 

 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Commissioner Wesson led the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

MS. CAROLYN THOMAS OF TRUMPS RESTAURANT REGARDING CONGREGATE 

NUTRITION PROGRAM BID APPEAL 

 

Ms. Carolyn Thomas stated that she is the owner of Trumps Restaurant.  Ms. Thomas stated that she 

had previously held the contract for congregate nutrition at the Council on Aging, but during the last 

bid process, another agency had received the contract because they submitted a lower price.  Ms. 

Thomas stated that she had invested a lot into the program and had provided superior service.  Ms. 

Thomas stated that she felt the decision to change companies should not have been made because of 

price alone.  Ms. Thomas asked the Board to reconsider its decision.  Ms. Thomas stated that any 

company can come in and underbid, but not any company can work for years with no complaints as 

her company has done.   

 

Chairman Perry stated that the Board operates by statute and must put the project out for bids.  

Chairman Perry stated that the Board usually accepts the lowest bid unless some reason is given to not 

do so, noting that the Aging Director did not make a recommendation.   

 

BUDGET REQUEST BY ROANOKE CHOWAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (RCCC) 

 



Dr. Michael Elon, President of RCCC discussed the service area of RCCC and the number of Bertie 

County residents enrolled in programs at that school.  Dr. Elon asked the Board to reconsider cutting 

the funding to RCCC.  Dr. Elon stated that RCCC is the trainer of choice in the area for first 

responders.  Mr. Fred Curley spoke in support of funding to RCCC. 

 

Chairman Perry stated that the Board had to make many funding cuts and discussed that there is no 

satellite site for RCCC in Bertie County.  Chairman Perry also discussed that Bertie County has no 

representation on the Board of Directors for RCCC.  Commissioner Trent stated that Bertie County 

also has not had any contact from RCCC administration in the past.  

 

Dr. Elon stated that he would try to remedy these situations and asked that the Board continue to 

support RCCC at whatever level it could manage. 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR DONNA MIZELLE REGARDING BERTIE 

COUNTY RECREATION COMPLEX 

 

Ms. Mizelle discussed her proposed plan for the Recreation Complex and recreational opportunities in 

Bertie County.   

 

The plan is as follows: 

 



 



 
 

Ms. Mizelle discussed signage options for the park.  The Board advised Ms. Mizelle on wording for 

the signs.  Commissioner Trent recommended that Ms. Mizelle use metal signs.   

 

Assistant County Manager Gibbs stated that she and Ms. Mizelle had discussed the possibility of 

putting an emergency call box at the park site, much like you find on university campuses.  Ms. Gibbs 

discussed how such emergency boxes are used.  Ms. Gibbs stated that Ms. Mizelle was pricing such 

boxes.  The Board agreed that this would be a good idea.   

 

Ms. Mizelle discussed a map she had made of the location of all recreation sites in the county.   

 

Commissioner Wesson stated that he thought the Recreation Department should talk to the newspaper 

and do a series of articles on the Recreation Department and what is available.  Commissioner Wesson 

also recommended that Ms. Mizelle think “outside of the box” on ideas of how to get the information 

out to the public. 



 

Mr. Wesson suggested contacting Mr. Kervin Spivey regarding the possibility of using CG White for 

recreational opportunities in the Powellsville area.   

 

Chairman Perry stated that he had spoken with Roanoke Chowan Community Health Center 

representative Kim Schwartz and that Ms. Schwartz would be contacting Ms. Mizelle about keeping 

the Colerain senior exercise program at RCCHC and expanding the program.   

 

Commissioner Trent inquired about organized basketball.  Ms. Mizelle stated that the YMCA has 

organized basketball in the county.   

 

The Board discussed possible upgrades at the Recreation Complex.  The Board also discussed the 

possibility of having a mobile classroom at the site for the Recreation offices and looking at future 

recreational grant opportunities. 

 

AGING DIRECTOR VENITA THOMPSON REGARDING CONTRACT FOR 

CONGREGATE NUTRITION PROGRAM 

 

Aging Director Venita Thompson discussed the proposed contract with Granville Caterers for the 

congregate nutrition program.   

 

Chairman Perry asked if this contract included the proposed new Kelford nutrition site.  Ms. 

Thompson stated that because of the loss of funds due to sequestration, she did not feel that they could 

open the Kelford site.  Commissioner Wesson stated that the main issue with the Kelford site proposal 

is that Ms. Thompson had committed to opening this site before bringing this proposal to the Board of 

Commissioners.  Mr. Wesson stated that this matter was advertised before the Board of Commissioners 

even heard about the proposed program.  The Board and Ms. Thompson discussed the current fiscal 

year budget and the proposed upcoming fiscal year budget.  The Board stated it would need to assess 

the budget situation before they could know if the funding could support an additional program.  The 

Board asked Ms. Thompson to bring a budget to run a program in Kelford to the next commissioners 

meeting.  The Board and Ms. Thompson continued to discuss the Aging budget.   

 

Commissioner Harrell introduced a MOTION to approve the contract with Granville Caterers for the 

congregate nutrition program.  Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION 

PASSED unanimously. 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

PEANUT BELT RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION (RPO) TRANSPORTATION 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) 

 

Chairman Perry stated that he would no longer be able to serve on the TAC, and his alternate, 

Commissioner Harrell could not serve either.  Chairman Perry discussed the new requirement to 

disclose all of your economic interests in order to serve on the TAC.   

 

The Board discussed this.  No member agreed to serve at this time.  The matter was tabled until future 

notice.   

 



The Board asked that staff notify the Mid East Commission that no member was willing to serve at this 

time because of the new requirements. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Assistant County Manager Gibbs stated that Attorney Lloyd Smith had asked that approval of the June 

3, 2013 minutes be delayed to allow him time for further review.  Commissioner Trent introduced a 

MOTION to delay approval of the June 3, 2013 minutes.  Commissioner Smith SECONDED the 

motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

DISCUSSION AGENDA 

 

DESIGNATION OF NCACC AND NACO VOTING DELEGATE 

 

Commissioner Harrell introduced a MOTION to appoint Ronald Wesson as the voting delegate for the 

NACo and NCACC annual conferences.  Commissioner Smith SECONDED the motion.  The 

MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

DAY REPORTING CENTER (DRC) REMEDIATION 

 

Interim County Manager Whitehurst and Assistant County Manager Gibbs discussed the bids received 

on remediation of the DRC.  Building and Grounds Supervisor Anthony Rascoe discussed this matter 

as well. 

 

The Board directed staff to put remediation of the DRC on hold at this time and look at repairing the 

old County Office Building to be used by Probation and Parole.   

 

Mr. Whitehurst discussed the initial figures for repairs to the Old County Office Building.  The Board 

asked for confirmation on how much insurance money was available for this repair. 

 

RESOLUTION HONORING GOVERNOR JAMES E. HOLSHOUSER 

 

Commissioner Smith introduced a MOTION to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Trent 

SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

The resolution reads as follows: 

 

Resolution Honoring Former Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. 

 

WHEREAS, Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. was elected to serve North Carolina in 1972; and 

 

WHEREAS, Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. was the 68
th

 governor and the youngest North 

Carolina governor ever elected; and 

 

WHEREAS, Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. was the first Republican Party elected governor in 

North Carolina in the twentieth century; and 

 

WHEREAS, Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. served as governor of North Carolina from 1973 

until 1977; and 



 

WHEREAS, Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. died on June 17, 2013. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bertie County Board of Commissioners does honor 

the life and service of Governor James Eubert Holshouser, Jr. 

 

This the 1
st
 day of July, 2013. 

 

 

 

        

 

___________________________  

       J. Wallace Perry, Chairman 

 

 

____________________________ 

Misty J. Gibbs, Clerk to the Board 

 

 

SCOTCH HALL PRESERVE SEWER BILLING REQUEST 

 

The Board discussed the request from Scotch Hall Preserve for the County to do sewer billing for 

Scotch Hall Preserve.  Commissioner Harrell recused himself. 

 

Commissioner Trent introduced a MOTION to not take on sewage billing for Scotch Hall Preserve.  

Commissioner Smith SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION FAILED with two aye votes and two 

nay votes. 

 

The Board tabled this matter. 

 

RCCC REQUEST 

 

Chairman Perry asked if the Board wanted to discuss the request from Dr. Elon from Roanoke Chowan 

Community College. The Board discussed this matter.  No change was made in the budget 

appropriation. 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 

 

Commissioner Smith updated the Board on the meeting held by Representative Mobley’s office during 

the previous week. 

 

Commissioner Trent asked if the Board had received any information from the Attorney’s Office 

regarding his question about construction and demolition waste disposal at the landfill by 

municipalities.  Interim County Manager Whitehurst stated that no attorney was present to give an 

update on that matter and he had not received an update.  Chairman Perry discussed the Board’s 

displeasure at not having an attorney at this meeting.   

 



Chairman Perry updated the Board on the progress of the memorial for fallen law enforcement 

officials.   

 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

 

ROAD SIGNS 

 

Mr. Whitehurst updated the Board on the progress of replacing road signs in the county. 

 

CONTRACT FOR NEW COUNTY MANAGER SCOTT SAUER 

 

Mr. Whitehurst discussed the proposed contract for Mr. Scott Sauer. 

 

Commissioner Wesson introduced a MOTION to approve the contract for Scott Sauer and authorize 

the Chairman to sign the contract.  Commissioner Trent SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION 

PASSED unanimously. 

 

The contract reads as follows: 

 











 



 

FRANCHISE FEE 

 

Mr. Whitehurst discussed the proposed increase for franchise fees for medical transport.   

 

Commissioner Smith introduced a MOTION to increase the franchise fee for medical transport 

companies to $2500.00.  Commissioner Trent SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS CONTINUED 

 

There were no public comments.   

 

DISCUSSION CONTINUED 

 

CONTRACT FOR COURTHOUSE ROOF 

 

Interim County Manager Whitehurst discussed the proposal from B&M for repairs to the courthouse 

roof in the amount of $85,522.79.   

 

Commissioner Harrell introduced a MOTION to approve the contract with B&M for repairs to the 

courthouse in the amount of $85,522.79. Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The 

MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Harrell introduced a MOTION to authorize the chairman to sign the loss statement for 

this matter.  Commissioner Trent SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

Mr. Whitehurst stated that a quote of $9120.00 had also been received to replace the gutters at the 

courthouse.  Mr. Whitehurst stated that this work could not be done until after the courthouse is 

painted, but watned to let the Board know it would be faced with that approval later. 

 

RECESS 

 

Chairman Perry recessed the meeting until 1:45 PM for lunch. 

 

RECONVENE 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners reconvened at 1:45 PM in the Commissioners Room with 

the following members present or absent: 

 

  Present:  J. Wallace Perry, Chairman 

Charles L. Smith, Vice-Chairman  

     Rick Harrell  

     John Trent 

     Ronald Wesson      

 

  Absent:   None 

   

  Staff Present:  Interim County Manager John Whitehurst 



     Assistant County Manager Misty J. Gibbs 

       

Chairman Perry opened the meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION CONTINUED 

 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PROPOSALS 

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Mitch Cooper and Interim County Manager Whitehurst 

discussed the proposals received for emergency medical services.   

 

Staff went through each individual proposal and discussed pricing and details of the proposals.  Mr. 

Whitehurst stated that Bertie rescue had bid on the service, but had failed to furnish the required 

financial information.   

 

After in-depth discussion of each proposal, Commissioner Trent introduced a MOTION to negotiate 

for a contract with First Med to provide EMS services.  Commissioner Smith SECONDED the 

motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Chairman Perry adjourned the meeting. 

 

        ____________________________ 

        J. Wallace Perry, Chairman 

 

 

 

______________________________   

Misty J. Gibbs, Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


